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Imagine life;
without® ,
football...

Hospices help seriously ill people to live well until they
 die. Half of the Fans in this stadium today will know
someone who has been cared for by a hospice.

Help the Hospices needs your help to make sure hospice
care is there for everyone who needs it.

Text to donate

Hospice care is free for patients and Families, but it’s
not Free to provide - Do your bit: You can support
Help the Hospices at the touch of a button.

Text GOAL333 to 70070

to make a £3 donation to Help the Hospices.

Show your true colours

The Football League is calling on fans to represent your clubin a
bike ride from Wembley Stadium to the Arc de Triomphe in Paris
(14 to 17 June 2012), raising vital funds for Help the Hospices.

Find out more about Arch to Arc and all our challenge events:

www.helpthehospices.org.uk

- AHelp the
Hospices

Through JustTextGiving 100% of your donation will come to Help the Hospices. o  THE FOOTEALL
You will not be charged for the cost of the text message. — LEHGUE'
All supporters under 16 years of age must obtzin their parent or guardian’s consent.

DFFICIAL CHARITY
Registered Charity in England and Wales No. 1014851 and Scotiand No. SC041112 201132
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e Endura Super Durable Matt.
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Greg Clarke,
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Welcome Lo the Johnstone's Paint
Trophy Final 2012 between Chesterfield
#nd Swindon Town. This afternoon’s
maleh is the 25th Final of a competition
that every season excites thousands of
fans across the country.

Today, more than 45,000 supporters
are expected here at Wembley Stadium,
all hoping their club can carve out a piece
of cup glory at the home of football.

The continued appeal of the Johnstone's
Paint Trophy is testament to the depth and
strength of English professional football.
There is no other country in the world
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in footballing terms, the Johnstone's
Paint brand might just be referred to
a5 a 'seasoned veteran’ when it comes
to Wembley finals like this.

We are cartainly old hands in
welcoming the players, officials and fans
of the two Johnstone's Paint Trophy
finalist teams and it is a privilege we
always take great pleasure in.

So on behalf of Johnstone’s Paints, we
extend the warmest welcome possible to
everyone associated with Chesterfield
and Swindon Town today.

To reach the Final of this great
competition is no mean feat and while
there is an iconic piece of silverware at
stake, we hope that both sets of supporters
can enjoy a day to remember at the home
of football - whatever the result.

While 25 March has been a red letter

where a match between clubs from the
third and fourth tiers of their domestic
game could boast such dedicated support.
Long may that be the case.

Both our finalists have made history
by reaching this Final for the first time
ever and it gives me great pleasure to
welcome their directors, management
and players. | hope you have a fantastic
day and take home many happy
memories, regardless of the result.

Chesterfield manager John Sheridan
is no stranger to cup finals at Wembley,
having scored the winning goal in the
1991 League Cup Final for Sheffield
Wednesday. No doubt he will use all his
experience to prepare his players for the
Spireites' first visit to the new Wembley.

His opposite number, Paolo Di Canio
has transferred the passion and ability
he showed as a player into the Swindon
Town dugout, taking the Robins to
the top of League 2 in the process.
Victory today could be the start of a
memorable double in his first season
in club management.

L A

| would like to thank our sponsor
Johnstone’s Paints for the outstanding
support they give this competition.

In December, we announced a three-
year renewal of their sponsorship. This
extends their association with this
competition to nine years - the longest
sponsorship in its history. On behalf of
League 1and League 2 clubs, | offer my
gratitude for their ongoing commitment.
| would also like to wish good luck to
All Hallows Catholic Scheol and Whitby
High School who will contest the npower
Football League Girls Cup Final ahead
of kick-off. | am sure the teams, who
are representing Aldershot Town and
Tranmere Rovers respectively, will
enjoy a truly unforgettable day.

Most importantly of all, | extend my
thanks to you, the fans. Your support
throughout the season is vital to your
club and the ongoing success of the
Johnstone's Paint Trophy. | hope
your team does you proud.

ENJOY THE MATCH.
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\WELCOME TO
WEMBLEY

date in the diary of every Chesterfield
and Swinden Town fan, our road to
Wembley actually began in the summer
of 201, when we first kicked off an action
packed calendar of activities.

From August right through to today's
Final, our ongoing goal has been to
‘bring colour to the beautiful game.”

With so many success stories
underpinning the 2011/12 sponsorship -
from our Ultimate Finish competitions
to our Just Rewards incentives - we are
delighted to have hit our target.

If the Johnstone’s Paints brand
remembers the season for one reason
alone, then it will be for the announcement
made in December, when we extended
our sponsorship of The Football League
Trophy for a further three years.

Taking our involvement with the
competition up until 2015 has been
one of our biggest highlights to date,
allowing us to interact with thousands
more fans along the way.

Our sponsorship has created & huge
buzz across cur netwerk of decorating
centres along with thousands of
independent stockists, who are proud to
be part of the beautiful game.

We have calculated that more than
seven million fans have watched

CHESTER
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Johnstone’s Paint Trophy matches -
grounds and on television - since our
sponsorship began in 2006 and we have
also engaged with up to two million
people through numerous community
projects undertaken during that time.

With facts like these, it is easy to see
why we are so thrilled to be at the heart of
domestic football for a further three years.
But back to today’s Final and the feast of
football that awaits.

The last time a League 2 side went
head to head with League 1 opposition
in the Trophy Final, Scunthorpe were
limbering up to play Luton Town in 2009.

A five goal thriller like three years
ago is certainly not beyond the realms
of possibility and if today's fixture is
anything like that, we'll be in for an
afternoon to remember.

Despite competing in different
divisions, the game could barely be more
difficult to predict, which should make
for & fantastic day of entertainment.

Again, on behalf of everyone at
Johnstone's Paints, we hope you enjoy
the game and make as much noise as we
heard at the b2net Stadium and County
Ground when we visited last month.

ENJOY THE GAME.
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INTRODUCTION

WORDS: DAVID McVAY,
DAILY TELEGRAPH

The phrase ‘ships that pass in the night’
has surely never been more appropriate to
the contestants of the Johnstone's Paint
Trophy Final than it is today.

Just under a year ago, Swindon Town were
anchored at the foot of the table destined for
relegation while the team one rung below them
in the domestic ladder and about to replace them
were celebrating as champions of League 2. That
was Chesterfield. That was last season.

Yet confirmation that the sporting fates can
be fickle at best came earlier this month when
those positions were reversed precisely. Paolo
Di Canio's rejuvenated Swindon appear to be
sailing on the crest of a wave back to the higher
level, while their opponents this afternoon are
taking on water in the division above as they
battle to avoid dropping out of League 1.

And it is those diametrically opposed
aspirations and fortunes that lends additional
intrigue to what has become an essential
landmark event on the football calendar this
afternoon. The appeal of the Johnstone's Paint
Trophy certainly does not appear to have waned
during its various guises over three decades as
the crowd of 10,406 that reverberated around
the County Ground when Swindon clinched
this appeintment will testify.

A narrow 1-0 win over a plucky Barnet was
sufficient in the Southern Area Final yet even that
figure did not quite achieve pole position in the
competition's attendance chart this year, That

fﬁ 2 S belonged fo Huddersfield: Town who
7 »  attracted 83 more football fans
through the turnstiles fora
small matter of West Yorkshire
A pride and prejudice against
Bradiord City at the Galpharm Stadium
on a bitterly cold October night.

Chesterfield mustered just under 6,000
at their more compact b2net Stadium in the
first of their two-legged triumph over Oldham
Athletic and their successful progress
means there are two newcomers to the
ultimate stage of this prestigious trophy.

Novices in that respect, perhaps, but both
Chesterfield and Swindon are no strangers to
Wembley and, if delving a little deeper, have

- more in common than meets the eye initially.
For example, it might surprise some, given the

= humbler ambitions and resources available, that

each team has contested an FA Youth Cup final,

normally the preserve of the top flight's rich and

famous elite since its inception nearly 60 years ago.

Chesterfield were the first to sustain a passage
to the final in 1956 where they were beaten
4-3 over two legs by a Manchester United team
brimming with Busby Babes including Alex
Dawson, Wilf McGuinness and most notably
Bobby Charlton. Still, the man later to be knighted
Sir Bobby was not the only player destined for
England immortality on the team sheets.

Between the sticks for Chesterfield, probably
donning flat cap and rain-sodden green jersey,
was a young goalkeeper called Gordon Banks,
doubtless an influential reason why Chesterfield
had, briefly, traded blows with Old Trafford's
finest in the mid-Fifties.

: CHESTERFIELD v SWINDON TOWN 09
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Fast forward almost a decade and
Swindon too were delighting in the
emergence of one their own graceful and
supremely talented teenagers, the dashing
winger Don Rogers, better known as a

legend in the Wiltshire town and its environs.

NoO shame as Swindon also yielded fo
Ihe Mancunians whose stellar cast listed, in
order of team sheet, Jimmy Rimmer, Bobby
Nobie, David Sadler, John Fitzpatrick, Wiliie
Anderson, John Aston_. oh and a promising
irishman by the name of George Best.

Rogers (right) is far too modest to make
comparisons with the genius that was Best,
bl contemporary observers did and the
Swindon player earned his place in the
chub’s folklore when the then Third
Division Robins comprehensively beat
First Division Arsenal 34 in the 1969
League Cup Final at Wembley in one
ol the game's truly outstanding
glant slaying acts.

it was Rogers' virtuoso
pserformance and Swindon's
thrilling victory over the Gunners
that ferried them on a voyage to
Europe and another similarity they
share with Chesterfield, that of
winning what can be described as
ephemeral competitions.

Swindon's third tier status
precluded them from
qualifying for the Inter-

Cities Fairs Cup, instead the
governing bodies created the
Anglo-ltalian League Cup, a
two-leqged affair against AS

Roma which Swindon duly won 52. They
remain the holders today because the hybrid
of that one-off fixture came the following
season with the more familiar Anglo-italian
Cup. Having smashed Juventus 4-0 in the
group stage, Swindon progressed to lift the
inaugural trophy. It was not without incident,
however. While leading Napoli 3-0 in the
final in Italy, the game was abandoned after
72 minutes when the home fans rioted with
flying bricks and teargas piercing the Naples
air on a barmy May night in 1970.

Not quite fiery Latinos, more feisty Scots
are associated with Chesterfield's quirky claim
to fame in being the last winners of the Anglo-
Scottish Cup having beaten Notts County
in 1981, though the Saltergate sides that
once played under the gaze of the town's

famous crooked spire have much more
. 1o offer from a long illustrious past.

The club’s production line of
top class goalkespers is unique
and unerring in its relentiess
quality, an entire academy of

gloved excellence with Banks

setting the benchmark that
the likes of Alan Stevenson,
John Osborne, Bob Wilson
and Steve Ogrizovic followed.

Mention of the Ernie

Moss-Kevin Randall front
partnership tends to transport
supporters of a certain age
into Seventies nostalgia nirvana,
while younger ones will recall
that solitary trip to Wembley, a
1995 Play-Off Final win over Bury

Chesterfield's to secure promotion from the bottom tier.
a‘;ﬂt""m"“’ S;_:-ireites ::a allrages,‘ however, can qrun‘\b;i‘e
celebrate his with some justification that a second visit
strike agalnst would have been necessary two years later
the 1997 FA Cup had Jonathan Howard's FA Cup semi-final
semi-final

shot, that appeared to cross the ling, not
been disaliowed. That strike would have
handed Chesterfield a two-goal cushion
over Premier League Middlesbrough.

Those fickle fortunes of football again.

Swindon have befalien them too. There
were a couple of Wembley successes in
Championship play-off finals under the
esteemead tutelage of Ossie Ardiles
and Glenn Hoddle in 1990 and 1993,
but the former ended in disappointment
as financial irreqularities saw them
miss out on promoticn.

Heddle ensured they bounced back swiftly
in one of the most exhilarating play-off finals,
a 4-3 extravaganza against Leicester City,
though Swindon returned with indecent
haste to the second tier the following season.
Since those heady days only a charge to the
League 12010 Piay-Off Final - resuitingina
rather muted Wembley defeat against Millwall
- has lifted spirits at the County Ground. That
and Di Canio's new broom and lalian sparkle
that seem to be clearing the cobwebs.

Chesterfield or Swindon, both bring
historic and richly fascinating legacies
tc our national game and this uplifting
occasion. Whoever wins, there will be
a new name on the trophy today, adding
to that diverse heritage.

So full steam ahead captains, collision
course set. And may the best battleship win.

CHESTERFIELD v SWINDON TOWN 11
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JOHN SHERID

GOSPEL OF
JOHN

Chesterfield manager John Sheridan scored the winning goal in the 1991 League Cup
Final so will be well placed to preach the virtues of Wembley success to his players today

INTERVIEW: PHIL SHAW, THE INDEF

At one stage this season Chesterfield
went 17 games without a win - did you
ever fear you might not be around to
enjoy today’s spectacle at Wembley?

It's a results-based business and any
manager feels under pressure when they're
losing matches. We've had two managers in
League 1 leave their clubs recently when their
teams were in the top four. We've been in the
bottom four mest of the season and it's not
good enough. But I've always felt, and still
believe, that we're good enough to stay up.

How do you account for the difference
between last year, when you won
League 2, and this season’s struggle?
Craig Davies did a lot to get us up, but there
was never any chance of keeping him and he
went to Barnsley. Without paying big money
25 goals. We also lost our keeper, Tommy
Lee, and Jack Lester to injury for three
months each. They're both big players
for us and we've really picked
up since they returned.

When you came to
Chesterfield in 2008 what
attracted you to the club?

It was an opportunity to get
straight back into management
after leaving Oldham. | knew the
owner, Dave Allen, from his time at
Sheffield Wednesday, and he knew a
bit about me which | think played a
part. It's a real football town.

The club had just moved from
Saltergate to the new b2net
Stadium, which was exciting
and showed their ambition.

Talking of your time at Sheffield
Wednesday, you had great

PRINTT
ﬂ JOHNSTONES mapnv

success there including a certain
game at the old Wembley.

| played my best football for them. We had
some top, top players, such as David Hirst
and Chris Waddle, and | loved playing in
midfield with Carlton Palmer. The manager
who took me there, Ron Atkinson, made
you believe in yourself and gave you the
encouragement to go out and perform. We
won the League Cup as @ Second Division
side in 1991 and | was fortunate enough to
score the winner against Manchester United in
the Final. If | could've picked a team to score
against at Wembley, it would've been United,
especially since | had friends and family there
from Stretford! But it was a team performance,
from Chris Turner - who's my chairman now -
in the nets, to the lads up front.

As a young lad growing up on United's
doorstep, were you a Red?

| was always a Blue and my great hero was
Colin Bell. He was a brilliant all-round player,
a Bryan Robson type of midfieider, only
10-15 years earlier. | played for Whitehill, who

f became Blue Star and were a nursery club

for City. | signed schoolboy forms at Maine
Road when | was 14 but got released at
16. My attitude wasn't right. | hung round
with my mates too much. | played for
3 team called Stretford Vics and
fortunately a Leeds scout spotted
me. | went for a trial and Allan
Clarke signed me. When he
got sacked Eddie Gray took
over, and he gave a lot of
young players their chance,
including myself and
Tommy Wright, who's my
assistant at Chesterfield.
Eventually Billy Bremner
fook over and in 1987
we got to the FA Cup

INDON TOWN 13




JUHN BRERIDAN

“PAOLO WAS THE
TYPE OF PLAYER

I'D LOVED TO HAVE
PLAYED ALONGSIDE”

semi-finals. We were 20 minutes from
Wembley, 1-O up on Coventry, but lost
after extra time. We also led Charlton
1-0 late in the play-off final replay, but
Peter Shirtliff, who | Iater played with at
Wednesday, scored twice for them.

You served some big-name
managers, including, for one
game only, Brian Clough.
What's the story behind that?
Howard Wilkinson came in
at Leeds and i didn't fit into
his plans. It was disappointing
because | loved it there. One
of my regrets is that
| never played in
the top flight for
them with the lads
coming through
such as Gary
Speed and David
Batty. | went fo
Chelsea and had
the medical, but |
was a single lad then
and didn’t want to
move o London,
Instead | signed for
Nottingham Forest. |
was excited because
of the kind of football
they played - | thought
they would be ideal for
me. But my face didn't
fit with Mr Clough.
No idea why. Gary

Megson and Asa Hartford went through
the same thing with him. The one time
he played me, against Huddersfield in
the League Cup, | was named man of the
match. | thought Id be in against Crystal
Palace on the Saturday but he just
shouted across the raom, in front
of all the players: ‘I'm resting you
today. You've had a hard week.’

the biggest influence on you?

| AiAdm's wasi ¥
i didn't get on with themalibut!

respected them and learned from
them. I'd have to say Ron Atkinson
had the greatest impact. He could give
you a rollicking but knew how to
get the best out of his players.
| think I learned how to treat
people from him. Two nights
before the League Cup Final,
he let us all go out and have
a drink with the wives and
girifriends to celebrate
Trevor Francis’ birthday.
It made us feel relaxed.
Then he brought in
Stan Boardman fo get
us laughing with a few
jokes on the coach to
Wembley, so we had no
fear or apprehension. Our
goalkeeping coach, Mark
Crossley, is the nearest
thingwe'vegottoa
comedian at Chesterfield.
He's a real character.

14 CHESTERFIELD v SWINDON TOWN

Of all your managers, who had

An ecstatic John
Sheridan celebrates his
Manchester United in
the 1991 League Cup
Final at Wembley

re you locking forward to pitting
your wits against Paaolo Oi Canio?

Very much sc. We've had Swindon
watched and they're going really well.
Winning matches is a lovely habit. | never
played against him, and he came to
Wednesday not long after | left in 1996,
but he's the type of player I'd love to
have played alongside. He's brought
some good players in and, most
importantly, got them working really hard.

erfield beat Wednesday
with a spot-kick recentiy you said you
‘never watch penalties’ — what if it
comes to a shoot-out taday?

Dean Morgan scored that day, but
Danny Whitaker has been our penalty-
taker and | developed a thing where |
turned away and pretended to tie my
laces when he was about to take one,
You just wait for the cheer... or the groan.
Fortunately, Danny's got a great record.
We won a shoot-out at Preston earlier
in the competition and | watched that.
There'll be no hiding piace at Wembley!

What would it mean to you to win
the Johnstone's Paint Trophy?

| played in a World Cup for the Republic
of Ireland and in League Cup and FA Cup
Finals, but if | keep Chesterfield up it will be
as good an achievement as any of them.
That's my main aim, but the town has been
buzzing and we've got around 20,000
supporters coming to Wembley. If we can
win it for them, it will be brilliant.
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PAOLL BI CANIO

With gladiatorial Italian passion spurring them on, Swindon Town are
now flying high under the inspirational leadership of Paolo Di Canio
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“VECUTT
UMBILICAL

him with such performers as George
Best, Eric Cantona, Ryan Giggs, Wayne
Rooney and Cristiano Ronaldo. Di
Canio stayed at West Ham. Ferguson
bought Diego Forlan. Di Canio
was “flattered” by that interest,
but added that he could not have
betrayed the fans of the London club.
“Football has never been a business,”
he insists. “Football is a passion.”
The Hammers faithful
worshipped a player who
left even Cantona in
his wake when it came
to dividing opinion;
not just amongst
supporters, but
amongst players.
Team-mates have

ground after being sent off
at Hillsborough in a league
game with Arsenal, and was
banned for 11 matches in
total, never appearing for
| Wednesdaty again.
Reflecting later on those
instances of high emotion
during his career, Di Canio
explained: “Had | been calmer
| wouldn't even have made it
as a footballer. | give my
best when | argue with
the entire world.”

Di Canio endeared
himseif to all football
followers woridwide
three years later,
when he won a Fifa

commented Fair Play Award after
that he was catching the ball

so special a when he could have
talent that scored as Everton
he could get goalkeeper Paul
away with Gerrard lay injured.

things on the
training ground
while mere mortals
were forced to put
in the hard yards. So
valuable was he to the
team that colleagues
accepted the fact.

He pushed things too
far in 1998, though,
shoving referee
Paul Alcock to the

The ltalian
returned to his
spiritual home,

Lazio in 2006 and
then moved to the
minor club Cisco
Roma, before
retiring from
playing in 2008,

with a coaching
or managerial
career in mind.

RFIELD v SWINDGON TOWN

So from (goal) poacher to gamekeeper,
he has, in a sense, been reborn since
being asked to exert the kind of authority
he did not always appreciate as a player.

Contrary to the impression his
playing days may suggest, far from
being @ maverick, Di Canio is ordered
and analytical in this role. Preparation
is all and he has revolutionised the
training regime. Just ask the midfielder
whom he has successfully turned into a
defender, Alan McCormack.

“He covers every last detail of our
opponents,” says the Irishman. “He
watches hours of tapes of our games and
the opposition coming up. Even warming
up in the morning is very technical.”

McCormack adds: “He demands
discipline in the team, off the ball, on the
ball - even in training. You can have a
laugh and & joke - but at the right times.
He's got a fear factor about him. He can
go mad and has done, but for the right
reasons. When we drop our ability and
standards he doesn't accept that, and
rightly so. It keeps us on our toes, and
keeps every player pushing each other.

If you don't keep up your standards and
keep playing well, you're out of the team.”
Di Canio’s intense enthusiasm for the
task becomas evident when he admits:
“I've cut the umbilical cord with Italy”

and adds: “l love England. | love the
country and | love the people. | just
hope | can stay here for many years.”

The good people who follow the
Wiltshire club are in full agreement.



Thank you for your support at
Wembley today. Why not follow | pemaining games

Town in every game at The at The County

County Ground next season? Ground in the
2011/12 Season...

- = ' Saturday 31st March, 3pm

SEASON TICKETS Monday 9th April, 3pm
vs Northampton Town

©n sale now! Visit www.swindontownfc.co.uk for | . qay 14th Apri, 30m
lurther information or call the STFC Box Office vs Plymouth Argyle

Saturday 28th April, 3pm
i vs Port Vale

TROPHY ) :

Pleose keep your Wembley ficket stub!

Pinsunce FIFA 12

Swindon Town Football Club

The smait lottery prize draw... Only 2012

tickets on sale!
18! Prize: WIN the smart car (pictured) Tickets can be

* 2nd Prize: A Samsung TV purchased online from
¢+ MrdPrize: Two 2012/13 STFC Season Tickets

+ dihPrize:  Asigned and framed 2012/13 STFC shirt and also in person from
+ BhPrize: A selection of EA Sports console games  the STFC Club Shop.
50% OFF MOT's af Mercedes-Benz of Swindon with every ficket purchased.

The draw will take place on

ckets are avi cinb)elorsalewthumc imum number of 50 fickets per person and the lottery is ovailcbie to anyone over the oge of 16
> hions www._swindontownic.co.uk




Wash one load by half time.

{Wash up to 9kg in 39 minutes and a smaller load in just 14 minutes.)

Win a washing machine. Like Beko Mums United
on Facebook & enter

UNITED

Scan this code with your smartphone’s QR reader lo enter.
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played his

Goalkeepers are different. it i3
o! 8 1971 novel by Brian Glanvil
esleemed formear Sunday Times G
football correspondent, and it is 458
#h oft-repeated observation about g
et-minders everywhere, It applies to
fommy Lee, the Chesterfield No1, too -
albelt in the nicest possible way.

@Iew gigs now a
us,” Lee elaborates.
to Glastonbury four years on

With his long hair, love of indie music Primal Scream last year was th
and summer trips to the Glastonbury for me. There are a few lads hel
music festival, Lee certainly does not their music as well but it is not |
srike you as a follower of the usual the choice - 1 don't think we'll g

footballer fashions; suffice to say, he Scream on before the game that's for



TOMMY LEE

man-of-the-match displays in both legs
of the subsequent Northern Area Final
against Oldham Athletic.

For Lee, the two wins over Oldham
did not just set up today's Wembley
showdown with Swindon Town, but have

ven us the confidence” to win
the battle against relegation from League
1. “Since Christmas if you were to loock
at the form table in our league you
would probably find us in the middle,
towards the top end.”

Worries about relegation will go out of
the window today, though, Lee eager
to ensure his second visit to Wembley
yields happier memories than the first,
which came with Rochdale on the final
appearance of a loan spell there in spring
2008. That League 2 Play-Off Final
against Stockport County ended ina 3-2
defeat and, as he recalls, passed in a blur.

“We didn't get the right result that day
so it will be nice to go back. It will help
me. It was a tough day - it was chucking it
down and was windy. | don't think | could
have done much about the goals but |
was four years younger and maybe it
passed me by a little. | didn't take it all in.
It seemed to be over before it had started
so I'll definitely cherish it a bit more this
time and hopefully we can get a win.”

Hailing from Keighley in West Yorkshire,

Lee had the winning ethos drummed
into him during seven years as a young

hopeful with Manchester United. “I've

said it before - if you are a young lad

and you get the chance to go fo Man

United and learn your trade, doit,” he

says, looking back on an association that

began when he was 12. “l had some good

coaches and trained with some good

goalkeepers as well, which helped.”
Fabien Barthez and Tim Howard

were among that number, as well as

Tom Heaton, Luke Steele and Ben

Williams, all now established with
otball League clubs. “I p d quite

a few games in the reser

was difficult at times because

there was such a volume of

goalkeepers you didn't get the

opportunities every week,”

adds Lee, whose year group

included Paul McShane,

Kieran Richardson and Chris

Eagles. “When | got to 19 and my

could keep you here for another year,
you could go out on loan but | think
the best thing you can do is learn your
trade. Go and play league football". It w,
the best thing for my career.”

Cue a move to Macclesfield Town. "It
was a lesson. You've gone from the best
facilities in the country to, with all due
respect to Macclesfield, not the best
facilities. You took your own kit home to
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“IF YOU'RE A YOUNG LAD
AND GET THE CHANCE
TOGOTOTO

UNITED AND LEAR

YOUR TRADE, DO IT’]

Tornmy Lee has
become an essential
component 3t
Chesterfield,
something he puts
down to his seven
years st Manchester
United (below)

2

wash - a lot of clubs do that, but at the
time | was used to having everything
there for me. It was a really good
grounding and | owe a lot to Macclesfielc
and Brian Hoerton for giving me my
league opportunity.”

After half a season on loan, he became
a full-time Macclesfield player ahead of
a memorable 2006/07 campaign which
featured a red card for Lee in an FA Cup
tie at Chelsea, and a Houdini-style escape
act under manager Paul Ince. "We were
down and out when he came in. We only

had seven points just before Christmas

esterfield player since
summer 2008, Lee is equally
appreciative of his current
manager, John Sheridan, and his
coaching colleagues Tommy Wrigh
and Mark Crossley, who “have defin
brought my career on in leaps and
bounds. When they came in two or three
seasons ago we were a struggling club,
just missing out on the play-offs. The
gaffer came in with his ideas and his sty
of football and we've just skyrocketed
really. He was a top player, and the club
is lucky to hay
eper who makes a difference
v the same of Lee himself.

pant |
TROPITY )




Incorporating TK Division

Solution Providers

EX "
T wa M

Civil, Structural and Geotechnical Engineering

Aspin Consulting Ltd : TK Division

Tom Keating joined Aspin in July 2011 to deliver
# complete domestic,commercial and industrial
service ,building on his many years in the
sector.

Aspin deliver a complete domestic ,industrial &
commercial service

R ctruciural service * Full Design service to building regulations
- Steel & Concrete beams

- Masonry walls

- Foundations

- Timber roofs,floors & beams
Industrial buildings & Structures
Retaining walls

Reinforced concrete floors

- Office & Retail developments
- Domestic developments

= Specialist services
- Site investigations
- Structural surveys
- Refurbishment of historic buildings

Aspin Consulting Limited also offer the following services :
- Topographical surveys - Geotechnical Designs

- Ground reports - Pile design AG

For more details see :
www.aspingroup.com or email us at info@aspingroup.com

Office : Nunn Brook Road,Huthwaite,Notts. NG17 2HU
Tel : +44(0)1623 446100 Fax :+44(0)1623 446102




LIVE FOR GREATNESS

EVERY ROLEX IS MADE FOR GREATNESS. THE GMT-MASTER, INTRODUCED
N 1955, WAS DEVELOPED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF INTERNATIONAL PILOTS.
THE GMT-MASTER Il HAS PROVEN TO BE EVEN MORE INVALUABLE AS IT
FEATURES A ROTATABLE 24-HOUR GRADUATED BEZEL THAT ALLOWS
THOSE WHO TRAVEL THE WORLD TO READ THREE DIFFERENT TIME ZONES

TWO SIMULTANEOUSLY

THE GMT-MASTER 1|

DEACON & SON Ltd Est. 1848

11-15 Wood Street, Old Town, Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 4AN
www.deacons-jewellers.com

WATCH FEATURED SUBJECT TO STOCK AVAILABILITY




PAUL BENSON

st

HE ONLY WAY IS

In search of more firepower in attack, Paolo Di Canio turned to Essex boy Paul Benson
in January. As the Swindon Town striker’s goals have shown, it has proved an inspired move

second chances in
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PALL BENSON

they'd said, "Don't do it' | still probably
would have dong, but it's nice to have that
backing from your family.

"I think the accountancy firm were
bit taken aback when | told them - they
probably thought | was throwing awa

career. | still speak to them ou.a:un;\l‘,
and they've told me | can return whenever
| want, so it's good to know I've got that to
fall back on when my career is over.

“| caught a massive chunk of luck when
Dagenham spotted me. | don't want to
say | appreciate playing football more
than those boys who come through the
academies at the top clubs, but | de
appreciate so much playing football
for a living and for those people who
pay at the gate to watch you do it. It's
an amazing privilege.”

He suffered a second fracture to
his right leg in his second season at
Dagenham - he first broke it shortly
after he was released by Southend -
and has also undergone two cartilage
operations to his left knee. However
he regards himself as fortunate with
injuries, inasmuch as he doesn't tend
to suffer strains and pulls, “It's all or
nothing with me,” he said.

Benson has continued to score
with each step up the ladder, 28 go 515
in his first season with Dagenham in
2006/07 when they won the Conference

26 CHESTERFELD v SWINDON TOWN

HE SUCCEEDED AS A
PLAYER WANTS
TO DO EVEN BETTER

AS A MANAGER”

title. After recovering from the fracture,
he totalled 21in Leaque 2 in 2008/0%9
and then 22 the following season,
including a goal in each of the three
promotion play-off games. To say that

he well recalls the one that helped

beat Rotherham United in the Final at
Wembley is an understatement.

“l only think about it every day!” he
said. “A cross came in from the left, |
touched it back towards goal with my
left foot and then spun and hit it with my
right into the bottom corner.”

Everywhere he has gone he has
scored goals. Although his move
from Dagenham to Charlton
in 2010 didn't quite work
out after Phil Parkinson,
who had signed him, was
sacked, he still managed
to get into double
figures in his one full
season with them.

ith someone who is even more
passionate about the game. He clearly
hangs on every word of advice imparted
to him by Paolo Di Canio, who, of
was no mean striker himself.
o's improved me as a player

s a lot about the
ivision and that side
ed me. He just
football. He tak rery training drill
and puts everything into doing well.
He succeeded as a p‘v:ver and | think he
wants to do even better as a manager.”
Benson is also indeb eci to the guality
has received at Swindon,
from the wide men,
oney and Matt Ritchie.
“It's CE%F‘. unbelievable and has
my job pretty easy really. |
en't got some of the attributes
er strikers have, where they
he ball beat three or
ers and then smack

link up s

loves

He even scored on cmer, but | do
his one and only s to be in the
appearance for right time.”
England - the non- tion cf that happy
League version 1e FA Cup third-
- in a defeat to inst Wigan when

Northern Ireland.
At Swindon,

he has had the

good fortune to

i"ht:: deflected
mdfn vict




Beautiful new
homes in
Swindon

From period style

with room to gron
gimething for first t

ihe move and those lo

Wilh four beautiful developments conveniently located
aoross Swindon, each with their own distinct charm
#nd character, you really will be spoilt for choice when
il tomes to finding your dream new home.

il that wasn’t enough, we provide incentives such as
FirstBuy® and Part Exchange” to help make your next
move even easier.

What are you waiting for?
Visit one of our new
developments today

to find out more.

iuges show t

1887

2 & 3 bedroom homes from £199,000

Off The Mall, Old Town, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 4JA
0845 026 5674

Sales information centre open daily 10am — 5pm
(Monday 1pm - 5pm)

Goddard Mews

3 bedroom homes from £224,000

High Street, Old Town, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 3FH
0845 026 4169

Sales information centre open Thursday to Sunday 10am - S5pm
(Monday 1pm - 5pm)
Hurry - only two homes remain!

Saddlers Rise

1,2, 4, 5 & 6 bedroom homes from £112,500
Off Prospero Way, Priory Vale, Swindon,
Wiltshire, SN25 1SY

0845 026 5069

Sales information centre open daily 10am — 5pm
(Monday 1pm — 5pm)

Taylor Wimpey at Wichelstowe

1, 2, 3 & 4 bedroom homes from £142,000
Off Croft Road, Swindon, Wiltshire, SN1 7AD
0845 671 9012

Sales information centre open daily 10am - 5pm
(Monday 1pm — 5pm)

_tay‘loriuimpe’r Ed:ﬁidoxfordshire
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MUDDERSFIELD TOWN 1
SWANSEA CITY 1*

sWANSEA WIN 3-1 ON PENALTIES)

a rrimn
TROPHY

T e

lect my madal and got ?

bring the trophy down. It was the first silverware
I'd won as a professional and we became only
the second Welsh club to take a domestic cup
out of England after Cardiff CJp win in
1927. I'm actually a three-times wi t
Wembley because | helped Kingstonian lift
the FA Trophy in '@99 and 2000.

We went ahead in the eighth minute

en Andy Moarlane galloped onto Roger

TROPHY WINNERS 1

Eﬁftfc"[imb und S0

Huddersfiel d sC
through Pat S John Cornfort

e Torpey w
. When Tom Cowan's w
; was easily =a.;a by Rog
d because | was due to take our sixth
e ecstatic can be seen
as Roger, who | roomed
pu

ithonm
: he victo

e Jnr|~s celebrated
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61 West Bars Chesterfield S40 1BA

inkXTRA is the new trading name for the company formerly known as inkXpress Chesterfield.

Trading from our West Bars roundabout outlet since May 2004, we sell inkjet and toner cartridges, both originals
and our own branded alternatives. Our refilled and compatible cartridges contain, in most cases, more ink than originals.
WemﬁMBm@hyﬁmmumgtﬁgSmimvamms&ﬁEMdmmmywI'.uy

and, importantly, they are significantly cheaper than branded products.

Our framed signed JACK LESTER shirt, from his first season,
creates a lot of interest

from our customers who support the Spireites.

We supply cartridges for many popular brands including:

Canon [A=%T EPSON LEXMARK
JOP D<AL brother XEROX.

We have a range of photographic papers and printing paper of varying weights as well as a limited selection of printej
We are very proud to have raised money for numerous local charities including Ashgate Hospice, The Samaritans,
Samaritans Purse and numerous local schools and sporting organisations through our ink cartridge recycling scheml
We are happy to give free independent advice to customers who are considering purchasing

a new printer in order that they can buy the most cost effective printer to meet their needs.

inkXTRA can be contacted by telephone on 01246 29799¢
or by e mail to andyhorton61@aol.com

J‘\Opening times are 08:30 - 17:00 from Monday to Friday and 09:00 to 13:00 on Saturdays

GOOD LUCK TO THE SPIREITES AT WEMBLEY!!



OF ENGLAND

That's how Gordon Banks was known throughout
glorious career that spanned three decades, but it wa
at Chesterfigld where he cut his teeth as a goalkeepe

Mention Chesterfield Football Club
and you think of goalk ntion
goalkeepers and you think
»4- Banks. England World Cup
I The man who denied Pe
jaw-dropping plung
i the thin air of Guada
e finest
Remarkably, Ba
ding. Now 74,

king about 13

From
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. was attracti
S playing

1
s playing
absolutely fantastic
He was a giant and




GORDON BANS

Forwards were allowed to do that then,
and did. But true to his word, every
cross | came out for, he jumped for it,
but never hit me in the air once.”

If the Central Leaque was Banks’
classroom, the FA Youth Cup Final in
1956 gave him exposure to what would
become his natural platform. Tiny
Chesterfield took on Manchester United,
the Busby Babes youth team of Duncan
Edwards, Bobby Charlton and all.

“We were 3-0 down at Old Trafford in the
first leg, but pulled it back to 3-2. There
were 32,000 there that night and | have
never heard a crowd go so quiet in my life.
Then at home we scored in the first 20
minutes which evened up the score and
it wasn't until injury-time that they got
the equalising goal on the night and the
winner on aggregate. There were 19,000
at Saltergate where the average crowd for
the Chesterfield first team at the time was
something like 16,000. It was so special
for our lads, especially playing against
the names in the Man United team.”

It would be another two years befare
Banks made his first team debut.

That was because National Service in
Germany intervened, although football
was still uppermost in Banks’ priorities.
With his Royal Signals regimental
teammates, he won the Rhine Cup.

Word quickly spread to Chesterfield
who signed him as full-time professional
immediately upon his return. His break
came when first team keeper Ronnie
Powell was injured in late 1958. The
20-year-old Banks stepped in and kept
his place for the rest of the Third Division
campaign. That summer Leicester

| City paid £7,000 for his services and

| talent while | was at Chesterfield. | had

| astring of keepers after me, the likes
| of Alan Stevenson, John Osborne and

| Chesterfield had before they

TERFIELD v SWINDON TOWN

after just 23 first-team appearances

for the Derbyshire club, he was gone,

heading for the First Division and the

international stage. He never played at

Saltergate or against Chesterfield again.
“] wasn't aware that | had any particular

WE NEED TO TALK ABOUT KEVIN

got in the first team and | was chuffed
just being there playing in the first
team on big grounds and in front of
big crowds. Even the lower league
grounds were all full.

"It was funny how the club produced

Bob Wilson, but although we shared
the same link, we never came across
each other. And although | never
came across Chesterfield on the
pitch, I've never forgotten my
time there, It was that Central
League experience which made
me the keeper | became.”
That was a keeper good
enough to win a total of
73 international caps in a
magnificent career which app B 3 t
was effectively ended at the i f
highest level when he lost his
right eye in a car accident
while with Stoke City in 1972.
“I went to the big reunion

- .
rom that i

it was

moved from Saltergate
| and | still look for their
results. The players will
never forget their day at
Wembley and | wish them all
| the best. The fans, too.”

PRINT
E JOEETONS 00Dy



THE WORLD"S

HEST-SELLING SPORTS TRADING CARD GAME!

S HEVIN NOLAN [ S

ii TRADING CARD GAME
ICHAMPIONSHIP
| =R TGRS

I nrower

CHAMPIONSHIP

10 PLAYERS
PER PACRET

o

292 CARDS
To/CoLLECT,
INCLUDING:

ALL THE LEAGUE'S BIGGEST NAMES
STAR PLAYERS
MAN OF THE MATCH SPECIALS
UNBEATABLE 100 CLUB CARDS
MANAGER RATINGS BOOST CARDS

NCLUDES ALL THE STARS FROM THE NPOWER CHAMPIONSHIP

7011 The Foothail 1eague limited TH & = Tepps turope Limted 2007
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Fort coming Special Events

AT BARROW HILL ROUNDHOUSE

Britain's only surviving operational Roundhouse __ 'The national treasure on your 000

Starring

TSt
he engine oxf ; :
t;e gtar of gBC's Top Gea

lGreen AIro
atmosphere of the

Tickets on sale from

or telephone

am locomoO :

St:z\ode\-s‘\zed countetpa. e
isit WWW mode\ramwe..

i : family-frien

Outside ‘Special Event Days’ Barrow Hill Roundhout
is open every weekend except Christmas
and New Year with entry by donation.

Cood luck to The Spireites e varame ot

The Roundhouse site is also home to the

From Bovvouw HI” ROUﬂ()hOUSQ Deltic Preservation Society depot and museum.

FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE ROUNDHOUSE Al

N OUR SPECIAL EVENTS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEES|

[
| = |

EEE — T Tel: 01246 472450 Bl
BARROW HILL | BARROW HILL ROUNDHOUSE, CAMPBELL DRIVE, '

ROUNDHOUSE RAILWAY CENTRE BARROW HILL, CHESTERFIELD, S43 2PR & Eu

-STAVELEY-CHESVERFIELD -

e visi: WWw.barrowhill .OI'g for all the latest news & ev




THE WAITING

GAME

tew Talbot spurned the chance to appear at
Wembley in favour of joining Chesterfield in 2009.
Hwee years on, he's thrilled to be here today

A AN =

wWonos:

R NOENT

# 524 laken him over three years but
S=w 1albot will finally complete some
e business today.

B =8I0 January 2009 that the
S Rreman turned his back on the prospect
o & Wembley appearance in the Johnstone's
== iaphy Final with eventual winners
L Tiwn when joining Chesterfield in 3
S eal that became a permanent transfer.

#98 isat Luton appearance had actually
S I the Area Final first leg against Brighton
S8 e are no regrets as he considers the
S B look on the road to Wembley. |
S 0 loan to Chesterfield as they had
WY (roblems down there,” says the 25-year-
== A lilferent manager came in and owners
S Miey wanted to ship out a lot of players. |
=8l o come back home, Chesterfield took
= 8 I've been back three years now and
Sl #very minute. | was over the moon
BEEE L lon won it, but now it's my turn.”

Sl has never played at Wembley but did
S e ol Twin Towers in 2000 to see Barnsley,
B Sesnelown team, lose a play-off final to
BRSEH, and has since been to the new stadium

B Al h [he NFL. It was with Barnsley that he
S out before “a few bad injuries” almost
SLml i out of the game; fortunately, he
= amied and completed his football education
45 Shelffield Wednesday. He graduated with
“S=ai s ending his first senior season aged 18
y Lising off the bench to score the last goal
&5 Wailnesday beat Hartlepool 4-2 in the 2005
sae | May-Off Final at the Millennium Stadium.
18 actually got the shirt framed,” he says,
% ssmething I'll remember for the rest of my
W Thete were nearly 70,000 there that day. As
¢ Bl inost people would probably find that really
“sling, but | jumped at the chance. | got the
= Gt it and hopefully, fingers crossed, it will
S8l e In good stead [todayl.”
i 1hat strike - notable for his cool rounding
4 8 keeper after bursting clear 40 yards
=% goal - remains his favourite, & spectacular
B for Chesterfield against Burton Albion
H Johnstone's Paint Trophy won him the
S% 200910 Goal of the Season prize. He
[Esed that up with the 2010/11 Players®
ayet of the Year award.

* PRunT
f’ HupivTonS m(mm'

Itis not
surprising
Talbot's team-
mates appreciate
him given his unstinting effort
in several different positions.
Chesterfield’s website lists him
as a striker yet Talbot, in his
words, “had a couple of good
seasons playing right wing" before
“playing right-back at the end of last
season and most of this season”.

He is guaranteed to give “T10 per
cent every game" according to John
Sheridan, his Chesterfield manager
and another man with a showpiece
goal for Sheffield Wednesday in his
back catalogue - albeit Talbot only learned

“about that 1991 League Cup Final winner

after tuning into ESPN Classic recently.

"I saw the goal and thought, ‘Pretty good'.
Fingers crossed we can go there and repeat what
the gaffer did.” And get his hands on that winner’s
medal which eluded him three years ago.

CHESTERFIELD v SWINDON TOWN
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ALAN CONNELL

.. RUBIN

R

An inspiration for Swindon
Town this season, the stage is
set for Alan Connell to shine
on the biggest of them all

§§

4

i

_ w
T L Lt
LLLART
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prepared to pay while he eyes a
promotion-Wembley double.

“It seems the gaffer has four or five
regulars and the rest of us are part of a
squad rotation. | accept the situation -
we've got a great squad of players and
have strength in depth. | work hard
every day and whenever I'm called upon
I'll give it my best,” he said.

It's always been that way, ever since
his YTS days with Ipswich Town - he
was part of a talented generation there
that included Darren Bent and Darren
Ambrose - and his first professional steps
with Bournemouth. After a two-year stint
on the south coast second time around
he was disappointed not to be offered a
new contract and in 2010 was forced to

look for new pastures. He found them
outside The League when Grimsby
Town identified him as the man

to spearhead their attempt to

regain senior status.

Goals flowed with impressive

regularity in the Conference
-26inall - and it was no
disgrace to finish behind the
prolific Matt Tubbs in the
scoring hierarchy. “It was a
good season for me and |
loved it at Grimsby. They are
really good people there,
good supporters. Sometimes
you have to take a step

back to reassess things and
then move forward again.”

it's not known how much football Di
Canio had watched at that leve! before
he accepted the challenge of trying to
put the Swindon ship back on an even
keel following relegation, but his faith in
the goalscorer has been amply rewardec

“He's obviously got his scouting
network, people in England that
he trusts and someone must have
recommanded me. He watched some
DVDs and made an offer that Grimsby
accepted. | jumped at the chance to
come to Swindon. To get to sign for a
great club like this was amazing.”

And, he adds, for a manager who had
earned a glittering reputation during his own
playing career. But surely it makes life difficult
having to impress someone who had such
formidable success in front of goal himself?

“Everyone knows how passionate he
was as a player and now as 2 manager.
The biggest compliment you can pay hinm
is that we've all improved as players. You
can see we are well drilled and organisec
and that is down to the manager.

“Yes, he can be very hard on the
strikers. He's always on at us to be bette
to do certain things better. He's always
giving us little tips and bits of advice
and we would be foolish not to take
them on board. The fact that the club
had appointed someone who was a hero
of the Premier League era told me that
they were ambitious and going places. |
wanted to be a part of that.”

As an Arsenal supporter whose youngear
years included many a trip to Wembley
to cheer on his favourites, stepping out
on the hallowed turf has been a dream
for as long as the Enfield-born marksman
can remember. His determination was
heightened in 2008 when he watched his
best friend Brian Stock skipper Doncaster
Rovers to a League 1 Play-Off Final victory
at the new stadium.

“That was an unbelievable day for
him and as | looked on | remember
thinking that | really, really
want to play there. We were at

Bournemouth together and I'm

i§ going to be his best man when he
"‘ gets married in the summer. It
would be nice if | can also say that
|'ve 3 Wembley win under my belt.
“|t's always a poignant time for my
family because my mum passed away
. inMarch three years ago and if

S I'm lucky enough to play
in the Final she will be
uppermost in my mind.

“We've proved
against higher
opposition this

season how good
r, ateam wecan be.

% We'll go to Wembley
< with confidence,
we'll have loads of

. supporters there and
2 hopefully it will be a
day to remember.”

oo | SO0 |
1ROPHY



Suel consumption figures in mpg (I/100 km) for the Kia Sportage range are: Urban 26.6 (10.6) - 47.1 (6.0), Extra
thban 41.5 (6.8) - 58.9 (4.8), Combined 34.4 (8.2) - 54.3 (5.2). CO, emissions are 195 - 135g/km.

S8== | 100,000 mile warranty. See your local dealer or visit www kia.co.uk for full warranty terms and exclusions

ark the cliches.

Drive the Kia Sportage.

With seven years as standard, even our warranty isn‘t a cliché.

So, why not get the ball rolling by kicking off with a test drive at your local Kia dealer?

YEAR
, KIA
WARRANTY |

klaco.uk/sportage

@D

Official Partner




SUPPORTING CHESTERFIELD F.C. |
ALL THE WAY TO WEMBLEY

club

Official taxi supplier to Chesterfield tootball Club

CHESTERFIELD'S LARGEST & PREMIER TAXI COMPANY

SINGIENWARIER
VI AVAEN ERVAY,
INCIUDINGIBANKQHOLIDAY Sy

JOURNEYS BETWEEN MIDNIGHT & 4AM SUBJECT TO A £1 SURCHARGE

01246 222 222

Visit our wehsite at www.club-taxis.com or our ai acebook page for regular offers and free loyalty cards

OFFICES LOCATED AT:

High Street Church Street
STAVELEY BRIMINGTON

Holywell Street
Town Centre
CHESTERFIELD




ELD FC

| played with John at Nottingham
Forest and then he signed me for
Oldham, which is where | finished
my playing career, and got me
involved in the coaching side of it.
He's had five really good seasons as
a maraac}er but this year has been a
tough one so | hope we can put a
bright spot on it with 3 win today

DOB: 19/02/1972
MATIONALITY: IRISH

Gregor has been really
unfortunate with injuries, but he's
someone we think very highly of
and the way he's come back from a
double fracture and a serjous
Achilles injury is a credit to him -
he's such a determined lad, with a
great attitude and work-rate,
although he's very quiet.

DOR: 19/01/1984
NATIONALITY: SCOTTISH

I've got to give myself a pat on
the back for how well Tommy's
done - he's been Player of the
Season here for the past two
years and he got in the PFA Team
of the Year, too. That's all down
to me! He's been outstanding
and | haven't seen too many
better than him at this Ievel

i DOB: 03/01/1986

NATIONALITY: ENGLISH

Another lad who's been injured,
Jamie spent a bit of time on loan
at Crewe and did really well
there, so we've called him back
and he's staking his claim for a
place in the team. The only
problem is, | look after the
complimentary tickets and he's
always asking for eight or 10!

DOB:18/03/1987
NATIONALITY: ENGLISH

We knew Greg from Oldham and
were looking for a No2 goalkeeper
who could push Tommy, which is
what Greg has done with some
fantastic performances in training.
He was & bit unfortunate that
when he got his chance in the
team earlier in the season we

DOB: 27/09/1986

Josh played 15 times for Celtic
last year, so we knew what sort
of pedigree we were getting
when we ?ot him in on loan. He
certainly fitted the bill for us and
what we needed. The results
have picked UR since he came in
so we're delighted with how he's
done and the impact he's made.

DOB: 25/02/1951
NATIONALITY: ENGLISH




Desplite |1

allet i

l N
Hursty is someone we watched on
a number of occasions when he
was playing for West Brom's
reserves and we managed to get

I've never known a man ta get

. : through games and limp so

el ut U,'t“ L t-?ck. much, but he somehow does it!
all shortly after the Fordy's had a bad knee for a

while and he doesn't train too him in on loan. He's an outstanding
ore Jordan Bowery's L= much, so | think a few of the lads prospect with great energy and he
ensured the win. have nicknamed him “Ledley loves getting forward. He actually

had a spell in Iceland a couple of
years ago, believe it or not.

DOB: 31/01/1952
NATIONALITY: ENGLISH

After a hard-fought victory away to Notts County, {8T1E A 18
Chesterfield were made to work for their win g £ 2

over Tranmere Rovers. Adam McGurk put the
visitors ahead and while sirikes from Alex Mendy
and Jordan Bowery put the Spireites in control,
Enoch Showunmi and Mustafa Tiryak red
the pendulum swung back in Rovers’ favour as
they led 3-2. That was until Bow grabbed a
second with 10 minutes remaining befo:e Craig
Westcarr's dramatic 90th-minute winner.

King", but he never lets anyone
down when he plays.

DOB: 17/11/ :981

Eager not to do things the easy way, it would

seem, Chesterfield put their s erstt t s . . el 2
seem, Chesterfield put thewr supporters through him in from Yeovil and he’s very fvein Nottlnqnam and they never

the mixer once more ~kius time winning on - quick - as a full-back, there's no go anywhere without each other.
: ies against Preston North End. Jamie substitute for pace. Even though Like Craig, Tendayi has come up
McComibe put the home side ahead, but Craig 1 things haven't really been going for through the ranks and he's
Westcarr levelled and that's how it remained E’m of |aie-ge§ still ?yqr'ealg lad ItO BCtﬁa”\ré Ut@ﬁéfa?tsgorme?g?m
1i) (R Spiceites held 1 v o2 ; ave around. He's a typical sou centre-forward in the youth team
=Ll ol Sl TEDT'I : man, always with the earphones to right- back which is what we
yards to secure an impressive win at L'k,pﬁa e on and dancina to his music.
: DOB: 1/C1/1957
NATIONALITY: ENGLISH

Given their difference in league position J BE HDER

and form, Oldham had been the slight
favourites to win this tie, but Chesterfield
had other i s as Scott Boden put them
1-0 up just after the interval. Robbie
Simpson levelled on 59 minutes, but
Danny Whitaker's penalty 10 minutes
later ensured the Spireites remained in
contr s they took a slender lead to
Boundary Park for the second leg.

£ :
Mr Laid Back Larry! We brought ' < Craig Clay's sidekick! They both

Del has bounced back from a
terrible iliness and even though
he's not getting in the team as
much, he never lets his head
go down - you can always rely
on him. He played a massive
part in getting us promoted
last year and is a really popular
guy in the dressing room.

Mark is one of those players you
might not notice, but he's very
effective and he guarantees you a
seven out of 10 performance every
week, which is the kind of guy you
want in your team. Although he
started out as a striker, he doesn't
score too many - but when he
does score, it's usually a worldi

As he has often done throughout his time with

the decisive strike in the second leg
ash with Oldham to book a place at
m a tight affair, neither side ha
ut with Oldham pushing for
G ail-.muurlan! goal to level the scores
r reacted quickestto a
Ve tapped the ball home
! two minutes remaining to send
fans into a state of delirium

”MARK ALLOTT



Jimmy has also played for Monaco Mark broke his arm this year

and Ipswich, and although we and it's been hard for him to through the youth ranks, Craig
haven't seen much of him because % get going, but you can tell he has been on loan at Alfreton ~
of injury, he scored a great goal ‘ was schooled at Arsenal recently. We feel he's got a

at Orient. | always joke with him i because he's a very qood very promising future ahead

because he's got grey hair right
on the top of his head, so it looks
like he's been painting the ceiling

and catching his head on it.

B ettt -
DOB: 10/06/1983
NATIONALITY: FRENCH

gt S 22

footballer and | think we're still

to see the best of him while he being in and around the sguad
gets used to the hustle and 1 = "

on a matchday at Wembley will
bustle of this level. AR in g i

=) stand him in good stead. = ___
[ DOB: 28/05/1989 05/05/1992
p NATIONALITY: ENGLISH i

of him and the experience of

| call him Eddie Murphy because he
loves to play jokes on everyone in
the dressing room and he's got a
great sense of humour. | think
every team needs a few jokers and
Craig certainly falls into that
category. We signed him from
Notts County and | think he's got
the most assists for us thls season.

o = P : q DOB: 25/01/1985
: R . ENGLISH

MIDFIELD o U]
SCHEMER "

Probablv the best footballer in

|r‘ t and come inside to that
e where it's difficult to
get 15 goals last year, which was >
major reason why we got
romoted. But he's not just
t goals, he's a very effective
rasser, too. | relcktl:un he Ifooks a -
like the old Italian referee, .
uigi Collina, and | used fo Nicky was asked by Jack Lester
| him Frank Leboeuf when | ~ i about how well he did at school, to
ed with him at Oldham. ; W“'»? he fED"Eéi ooyl
hae 5 LA o = auestion me when I've got eight
s,wc;efg?ﬁ's",?a"g?,?eféf hitol - GCES?” Luckily, his talent on the
. * 3 4 = football field isn't in guestion and
; ; ? we didn't hesitate to sign him
; " SN ; because he was among the top 10
fmcmﬂ 2 players in League 2 last year

NB:O?:'-GI'CQ|
MIDFIELDER *==

LS NATIONALITY: ENGLIS

11
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SPIREITES
LEGEND

Described as an inspirational leader, Dyche " g
almost led Chesterfield to the FACup. n = i , ey ;
{inal In 1997 as he captained the side that i . : ) ]

narrowly missed out to Middiesbrough R Probably the most influential Alex was at Leeds earlier this
by virtue of some misfortune in their [ player in the dressing room. season, but they weren't 100 per
semi-final at Old Trafford. He scored in Jack's had a fantastic career, he's cent sure about him. He's still
that game, too, smashing home from the m scored loads of goals and, even at adapting to the culture but we
penalty spot to give the Spireites a 2-0 b 36, you can always rely on him. feel as though we've got a good
lead, which Boro later clawed back. That : And he'll never be far away from player on our hands. He's 6ft
season proved to be his last with the club b the jokes - him and Craig are 2in, very direct and, unusually
but 15 years on, memories of that cup 3 J definitely the two jokers in the at this level, he's got Europa

run still live'strong in the minds of many. - i pack from what | can gather. League experience, too.
- DOB: 14/12/1583

DOB: 08/10/1975
NATIONALITY: ENGLISH

Scotty's been at the club a little
while and he's a really good
impact player who has done most
of his damage coming off the : quickest player at the club and he
bench. He's still a young lad, always catches the eye. | know of
learning the game, but apparently Z his dad, Bert, who played for

he's gof the most goals from the ‘ Nottingham Forest a bit before
bench for Chesterfield - so watch me. If Jordan listens to his dad

out for him if we need a goall and us, then he'll go a long way,

DOB: 23/1/1989 i DOB: 02/07/1931
NATIONALITY: ENGLISH

We think very highly of Jordan,
which is why he's just been given
a new contract. He's probably the

SPIREITES
LEGEND

One of those rare breeds, Nicky Law is

still highly regarded at Chesterfield after
successful spells at the club as a player

and then later, manager. Currently boss
“of Alfreton Town, he captained the club

to Play-Off victory in 1995 and was later
appointed as John Duncan's replacement

in the dugout in 2000, guiding the Spireites

{0 qutomatic promotion from Division Three. |

]

m Drew was transformed into a Jacob is still an apprentice

¢ I right-back last year and he was here and we've had him on the
- excellent - winning the fans’ bench a couple of time this

< Player of the Season award. My scason. He's a talented lad -

S \Ve've pushed him forward a bit I definitely one for the future.
h this year because of his energy It makes me feel old to see his

= and enthusiasm. He's had a “  date of birth - | made my debut
good career and there’s still : m for Forest in 1988, six years
more to come from him. before he was even born!

DOR: 19/07/1986 DOB: 15/04/1994
MNATIONALITY: ENGLISH NATIONALITY: ENGLISH =




LIFTING THE SILVERWARE
SHOULD BE MEMORABLE

SMOOTH
FXFFRIENCE

. ENJOY THE GAME - DRINK RESPONSIBLY

CARLING IS NOW AVAILABLE IN AN ALUMINIUM BOTTLE
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AND BUSSELL KEMPSON

INTERVIEWS: ([ JAHAME LLOYD

Dickov and Barnet boss Lawrie Sanchez
n and lost

noon's game will be wo
AUSH e

Oldham Athletic manager Paul
give an insight to how this after

S
defences to the'swo
- Paul Dickovand L a : 1. With both defences proving :
. the managers of Ol thik j - 5 brea o, wasat osking G 3 ol
3 AR i 325 - for strikers, or so it seemed until Les!
chased down what appeared to be a loS
cause after a hopeful long ball up

these two teams in the
.- Dickov said: “As we Se

up the ball and when'he:
off-into little pockets of :

between the central defer z
the midfieldars it is hard \OLDHAM ATHLETIC 0-1 CHESTERFIELD

up. Because he's good ie } ‘ After their 2-1 victory over the Latics at the b2net
gets in there, he finds the spa i fio Stadium in the first-leg of the Johnstone’s Paint
defenders of bring ; 3 Trophy Area Final, Chesterfield knew they would face
Sanchezisa ¥ | | ~  adifficull test at Boundary Park. It was very much a
backs-lo-the-wall operation, but Jack Lester’s 90th-
minute strike proved decisive on the night.




Sanchez's most famous moment as
a player came when he scored the

enjoyed a fine playing career, starting pia) 1
winning goal against Liverpool for

out at Arsenal before enjoying spells

with Manchester City and Leicester City. Wimbledon in the 1988 FA Cup Final.

LAWRIE SANCHEZ

rd round
IUERELIEIS]
y Ground.

2.1t was Rilchie's cross that set op

Alan Connell for the equalises, with the 3
Swindon siriker peeling off his marker Ben
Watson to ghost into the box unmarked.

vig Lralied 1-0, Paoio Di

\ side didn't let their heads
s kept plugging away al
L] backline, with Matt
Wi particular giving the

+ & teugh afternoon.




" Andaat the back §
well served. Goalks
“Foderinghamisad

alf, has played a leading
ole in that impressive:
defensive record, too.

PD: Tommy Lee,
Chesterfield’s keeper, has
thorn in‘our side this seas
was outstanding in both legs
Area Final and made four or-
unbelievable saves. He's a ve

Fe former Barnet centrs
N

tallest - and put
but he’s a confident boy
them and it rubs off on his t




ARK THE CLICHES: DRIVE A KIA.
"THE AWARD WINNING KIA RANGE
FROM TRIANGLE OF CHESTERFIELD

YEAR

KIA
WARRAN

[trianglekia

roud to support Chesterfield FC

'tlangle Of Chesterfield Now Open Sundays 10am-4pm

Street, Whittinton Moor, Chesterfield, Tel. 01246 454545
shire, S41 9AD. www.triangle-kia.co.uk

SSERTRON FIGURES IN MPG (L/100KM) FOR THE NEW KIA RANGE ARE: URBAN: 252 (11.2) - 60.1 (4.7), EXTRA URBAN: 405 (6.9) - 72.4 (3.8) COMBINED: 332 (8.5)- 67.3 (4.2). OFFICIAL CO2 EMISSIONS ARE: 210 - 110 G/KM.

£ 5551 100,000 mile warranty. Visit www.kia.co.uk for full warranty terms and conditions. “Rio customer saving related to petrol derivatives only. Finance is subject 1o status, must be over 18 years old
Terms and conditions apply. Prices comrect at time of going to press and spacification is subject to change without notice. Images used for illustration purposes only.




Other facilities include a Starbucks Café Bar,
3G Outdoor Football Pitches & Conference facilities

ngswindon

» Junior tennis academy

Next Generation Sports & Fitness Centre,
5 Larch Close, Kembrey Park, Swindon SN2 8YS

NEXT GENERATI

swindon sports & fitness cenirt

01793 697 92

Indoor heated pool and spa

Swimming lessons, Schools and Clubs
Adult only Celsius Spa

Outdoor heated Lido & Jacuzzi

State of the art gym
Teen gym

Personal Training
Group induction

Holistic
Aerobic
Aqua
Dancing

Indoor soft play
Outdoor play area
Birthday parties
Holiday camps

Indoor/outdoor tennis
Squash & badminton

Sports Clubs welcome
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What is there to say that hasn't been
said already? The most passionate
?uy I've ever met - the gaffer loves
ootball and doesn't think about
anything else. He's turned the club
around. The training is totally
different to anything I've done before
and it took a while getting used to
coming in every day but it’s working.
DOB: 09/06/1968 o
MATIONALITY: [TALIAN

L.

Callum started the season well.
Has been in and out of the team
since but he always does the job
when selected, particularly in the
bigger games. His performances
against Huddersfield and Wigan
stand out. Has a great left foot and
he likes to get forward. A very
good player and a good lad.
DOB: 05/01/1589
NATIONALITY: ENGLISH -

DEFEHDER

!',5 GTONES. | P

. o .;D%)NT ow

Phil keeps himself to himself, but
when he talks we all listen. He's
been here for a long time and he's
great to have around. Played his
part in the penalty shoot-out
against AFC Wimbledon that helped
get us to Wembley. Has never let
us down and he's unfortunate
Wes has played so well.

DOB: 14/12/1979

NATIONALITY: ENGLISH

GOALKEEPER ¢

T e e e

Aden's done really well in his
first professional season. He had
a great start but was unfortunate
to pick up a serious injury. Has a
dry sense of humour and the
boys slaughter him, particularly
his tattoos. He's got one of

Las Vegas on his arms and

he's never even been there.

DOB: 11/C7/1985

DEFENDER

P L e e

The number of clean sheets he's
kept are a real credit to him. Wes
came in and impressed straight
away. Has made some great
saves. He's consistent, young and
he's going to do well for himself.
We call him "toothpick’ because he
sends the boys to sleep with his
stories. Has the skinniest legs, t

91

GORFER

Joe is a top man when he's not
‘busy’ in the gym. Has had to be
patient because he's been in and
out of the team but recently he's
been brilliant. Good at playing
the ball out from defence, he
rarely loses a header and he
gets the boys up for a game

in the dressing room.

DOB: 06/02/1987




Matt's a nightmare and has
had more shots this season
than the rest of us put together.
He's had a lot of interest and
you can see why with the

goals he's scored. But he's a
pest off the pitch. If he went

on a diet he'd have even bigger
clubs coming in for him.

He's one of the weirdest guys I've
ever met but he's really funny. His
English isn't great but that makes
him funnier. He gets a hard time
id threaten 5 for his gear. He likes a pair of

s held on == Gucci loafers, but he also has
denim jeans with a picture of
Pluto on the pocket! He's done
well in defence recently.

DOB: 18/0

Risser had given them the
irst half,

the game to penalties and Swindon
their nerve in front a home crowd te
vinning 3-1 in the shoot-out.

A Blair Sturrock strike just after the hour
mark ensured Swindon went behind for | v He's been unlucky with injury

Macca's ce in the
and the form of others this Boesia R i vaen e

dressing room and gets the other
d créat season. You can see in training boys up for games. He started in
i he has great ability and on ; centre midfield and then dropped
his day he's been good for E back into defence. Is now our

the first time in the Johnstone’s Paint

--ccbnmck

5 ‘ == Us. Played in wide positions vice-captain and that shows you
minutes later. They made sure of / ¢ earlier in the season and how highly the qaﬁer rates him.
showed he could take players He looks hard but it's all front.

through Ronan Murr, i
onand haveapopatgoal. 7 He's a big tube underneath it all.

eckoning,

If, though, responding
gh Mark Hughes who made sure of
a hight ounter in the second leq.

He knows a few boys that us
Scots know north of the border
and we'd heard he was a funny
lad. | wasn't sure how to take him
at first, but he has fitted in very

Olly has the biggest legs ever.
One of his is like two of mine!
He's done really well since
coming come back into the team.

Has been asked to play in a x

variety of positions and in some : well. He's a neat and tidy player
big games, too, which shows the < o who makes things happen, so

gaffer has faith in him. He always he's been a good signing. He
qgives his all. Strong in the alr gets on with all the boys.

L.H 16
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He's a London lad who could talk
forever. And eat forever as well. He's
another one the boys have taken to
straight away. Has good pace, is
skilful and great going forward.
Made an immediate impact when
he joined from Gillingham in
January but his banter’s horrific
and his gear’s not much better.

DOB: 28/12/1990

No-one has a bad word to say about
Raffa. He gets on with his job quietly.
He's reallr/ ood in training,
technically brilliant and his touch is
amazing. Was having a really good
season before Rooney arrived and
while he hasn't played as much
recently he's been a big part of

why we've done well this season.

DOB: 23/09/1987
NATIONALITY:

Jonathan would run through a
brick wall for you, he works so hard
and is an honest guy. Never gives
less than 100 per cent. He's one of
the boys you're happy to have
alongside you. | try and stay away
from him in training because even
though he's skinny I've never seen
anyone tackle like him.

DOB: 17/10/1986

Gabi's a gocod wee guy. He's not
made many appearances but |
can think of a few times when
he’'s come on and changed a
game. He can be a handful
when running at any defender.
Has been the victim of the
success of the other guys but
he never lets anyone down.

Lee is the latest arrival but he
probably knows more about the
club than some of the other lads
because he's been here before on
loan. Has good guality as he
showed when setting up two
goals against us for Oxford a few
weeks ago. We'll have to have

a word with him about that.

DOB: 20/04 = 3 ik DOB: 02/04/1987

NATIONALITY: ENGLISH

He's played Champions League football and nothing
him. He could be preparing for any g and
ouldn't get nerveus, I'm sure he cou
level he wants. Cad's béen brilliant this s
great captain who has led by example. Has be
g voice on the pitch and the way he plays has
ettect on those around him, so he's adapted to the
armband very well. I've knawn him since | was 12
when he came to Celtic. I'd already been there for a
uple of years and Cad came from Range
/e known each other for some time. He w

taken his football very seriously. That's prol

he's so good. He gotinjured a couple of weeks a
but thankfully it wasn't asibad as first thought and
hopefully he'll be there to lead us out today.

DOB: 19/04/1988

NATIONALITY: SCOTTISH

T
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ROBINS
LEGEND

Although Swin one and only season
in the Premier League in the Nineties
saw them succumb to the difference in

class the top flight offers, one man from =" i
within their ranks stood out - Jan Aage gggeoéitfglee}gr!&%r ITehd: 'rEngfS 18&?&5
Flortoft. He had arrived for a record fee inarow coincidéd with his arrival
of £500,000 when the club were and he's scored some important
promoted and while he struggled to goals. He's played every minute
adjust at first, his form in the second haif | since he joined, which proves how
of the season saw him bag13goalsin? | = & important he is. Holds the ball up
gambesi. it wasn't E”OUG"I ‘g ki_ea them and works hard. A nice guy - you
up, but his geroplane celebration saw i ; ;
.“him become a cult hero in England e anvt?lzp_qv_

Alan's been very good this season
and even though he's been in and
out of the team he's been one of our
top goalscorers. A great guy to have
in the dressing room, he keeps
everyone going and is a great
professional. Works on things after
training and we appreciate how
much of a team player he is.

NATIONALITY:

FORWARD

e —

NGLISH

Billy's going to be a really good
player. He's strong for a young
lad and his feet are firmly on the
ground. Some of the things he
does in training are beyond
belief. He's a great lad, a Swindon
'Y boy who wants to do well.
Everyone gets on with him.
He's a pretty wee boy, too!

FORW.

sy

JT's new to the squad after
arriving from Leyton Orient on
loan in March. We haven't seen

too much of him yet, but he's
looked good in training and he'll
add competition for places. He
came on against Cheltenham and
I'm sure he'll have a part to play
before the season has finished. 1
DOB: 03/05/1984
NATIONALITY: FRENCH &

ROBINS
LEGEND

Arguably the club’s most proudest moment,

Don Rogers was instrumentalin Swindon

Town's victorious League Cup campaign of

1968/62. Then aged 23, Swindon's talisman : :

wrote his name info the record books as he praen / |
scored both goals in extra-time o help his :
side to a 31 victory over Division One giants

Arsenal in the final. Swindon were in

Division Three at the time and their victory |

at Wembley is one of the greatest giant

killings the League Cup has seen.

He dresses like a labourer but
he's up for & laugh. Has scored
some key goals for us, including
the winner at Southend in

the guarter-final. He's settled
in well, which is probabln
because his missus has him
under the thumb - they are
very lovey dovey on Twitter.

DOB: 12/03/1591 =

| think I've done OK. The whole
2am has done well and I'm just
glad to have played my part. We
play good football, which suits
my game because | like {o get
the ball down and play. This
season feels like my first here




Churchfields Academy
Quality Education for All

the league just
flike STFC...

‘Students at Churchfields
Make more progress
‘than any other school
"n Swindon.

g sl i
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to wish their fC“’ naon I
Footbal L ub all " best for Th
Johnstone's Paint Trophy Final.

Jook a tour call 01793 487286
Visit www.churchfields.org
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A FOOTBALL LEAGUE WEBSITE

Get your kids active with an Official Soccer
v Kj School from Swindon Town FC.

’;@ You never know in a few years they
ol 1579 : .

2 could be on the pitch in front of you!
Salibritas ' fudusts

All courses are run by FA qualified coaches

and are safe, fun and activity filled. Book yours now at:
officialsoccerschools.co.uk/swindonto

MUMS WIN A BEKO WASHING MACHINE EVERY WEEK
UNITED

The Official Soccer Schools website is supported by
domestic appliances supplier, Beko, whose ‘Mums United"’
campaign is assisting parents by providing grassroots football
tips during the football season. For the chance to win. visit:
facebook.com/bekomumsunited
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“It was a weekend I'll never forget. My first
child, Oscar, was born two days before the
game and for him and my fiance, Lisa, to be at
Wembley with the rest of my family and for me
to then score the winning goal and receive the
Man of the Match award was unbelievable.
Once Oscar had arrived | caught a
lunchtime train to London. | was shattered
and had to sit on the floor because the train
was packed with Carlisle fans. At the hotel
| had my dinner and then went straight up
to bed. After training the next day, | relaxed
at the hotel and was fine for the match.
We wanted to win so much because of the
manner of our 4-1 defeat by Southampton in

TROPHY WINNERS 2

the 2010 Final and the fact that I'd been
on the losing side three times in the previous
eight years motivated me.

In the 12th minute, a corner went over my
head, hit one of their players and just came
back to me. | took a touch on my thigh and
then volleyed the ball home through a
crowd of bodies. It seemed fitting to then
do the 'Bebeto’ celebration, rocking an
imaginary baby. Having scored so early,
knew we were going to be put under pressure
but we were well organised and one goal
proved enough. At the final whistle, |
knew where Lisa and Oscar were sitting
so | ran across to celebrate with them.”

. LISLE UNITED 1

o PEHT
Pl oo SO0
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Security Fire Electrical Communications

Call us now

0845 2416777

Visit the webs it

thekirbygroup.co ik

Hsl

o

MEETING YOUR SECURITY NEEDS TODAY
WITH TOMORROWS TECHNOLOGIES

The Kirby Group offers a dedicated professional installation and management
service for all your security, fire, electrical, and communication solutions.

RESIDENTIAL

For your home.

Burglary, on the whole, is an opportunist crime. A building
that presents itself as unoccupied and insecure is far more
likely to be targeted than one which is properly secured.

Here at The Kirby Group, we can provide you with the
perfect security solution, specific to your home
requirements, with reliable 24/7 independent remote
site protection.

COMMERCIAL

For your business.

Technical excellence in all areas of security enables The
Kirby Group to offer design solutions for all sizes of
company or organisation.

Our commitment to customers to provide cost effective
solutions is paramount. and combined with ongoing sen
and support it enables The Kirby Group to offer an
extremely high level of service.

Not only do we offer home security systems, we also
provide a complete solution to fire and CCTV systems.
Whether in the home, or workplace, we work to ensure
that you have optimum protection, with no gaps,

or overlaps.

HEAD OFFICE Unit 4
210 White Lane Storforth Lane Trading Est
Sheffield, S123GL  Chesterfield, S41 0QD

Peter House
Oxford Streel,
Manchester, M1 5AN

Tel: 0845 241 6777  Tel: 01246 220 202 Tel: 0161 241 2088

Let our courteous professionals deliver on-time and with
budget, access control systems, intercoms / telecom
systems, and CCTV surveillance systems for Business.
Leisure Industry, Education, Retail, Warehouse and
Logistics, and Health Care 24/7, 365 days a year

One Victoria Square Regents Place Gainsborough Hous
Birmingham 338 Euston Road 151 West George Stre
B11BD London, NW1 3BT Glasgow, G2 2J!

Tel: 0121 270 0770 Tel: 0207 834 6714 Tel: 0141 404 0580
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Chesterfield’s Mark Allott

18 pinching himself at the
prospect of finally turning out
al Wembley this afternoon

WORDS: NICK JOHNSON
Mark Allott will be thankful he ignored
e old adage that you should 'never
B0 back’ as the experienced midf
Bas prospered in his second spell a
Ehesterfield following two years av
Allott first signed for the Derbyshire
$1ub 10 years ago after impressing on
N from Oldham Athletic. He returned
W Oldham five-and-a-half-years later
Belore rejoining Chesterfield in the
summer of 2009 via a brief, ill-fated

Mop off at Tranmere Rovers.

‘I spent less than a month at Tranmere
#ler doing some pre-season training
there," Allott explains. “The reason
Behind it was that Ronnie Moore signed
M and then left the club a couple of
gays later. John Barnes, who took over,
Mought quite a few midfielders in and
Lreceived a call offering me a chance
i feturn to Chesterfield.”

Ihe Mancunian was named the

winning squad. Now he is relishi
pospect of making an appearan
Wembley in the twilight of his ca

DI course, Chesterfield's pla
allowed turf today came about
gipense of his old club. “It was
#onic that we got Oldham in the Area
Final,” says the 34-year-old. "We did wel
W Ihe first leg, going 2-1up and it
18 play for at their ground.

We went to play attacking football but

i fldn't turn out that way. Oldham played
teally well on the night and we just had
10 gig in. We showed a lot of team spirit
#hl pinched a goal at the end.”

A decade after he initially linked
U with Chesterfield, Allott is ideally
placed to reflect on the changes
thal have taken place in that time
and talks enthusiastically about the
pogress that has been made. “It's just

e o CHESTERFIELD v SWINDON



MARK ALLOTT

eal 10 see whal's happened to the

@ | Tirs! joined

It's been & complete transformation,
specially tollowing the move to the new
tadium. The club is going forward and

m pleased for everyone involved. |
used to like playing at Saltergate,
because the pitch was okay, but the
dressing-room and the areas where
the fans sat weren't great.

“The b2net is really nice for everybody
and you enjoy playing there. They're
making meney through various
different ways now and not just
because of what happens on the field.
Football is a business which needs to
be run in the right way and Chesterfield
is a club that are doing that.”

Last season's title-winning success
was marked by an open-top bus ride
through the town for the players
and management, followed by an
invitation to a civic reception at
Chesterfieid Town Hall.

Despite being embroiled in a relegation
battle this season, Allott points out that
reaching the Johnstone's Paint Trophy
Final has done much to boost morale.
“Last year was great for us in the league.

With the new ground and winning the title,

the town was buzzing. It's not gone well in
the league this season but there has been
another buzz after getting to Wembley."

Allott's only previous visits there
have been as a spectator at the old
stadium and now he is desperately
hoping to play at the famous venue.

“I] was at Oldham from the age of

nine so | got a few tickets when they
played Nottingham Forest in the 1990
Littlewoods Cup Final. | saw Manchester
City beat Gillingham in the Second
Division Play-Off Final in 1999 and

also watched my mate Dave Beresford
play for the England Under-16s.

“|'m looking forward to going to the
new stadium and hopefully | can get
a chance to play there because when
you're a kid, you dream of playing at
Wembley. This is my first and probably
last opportunity to play there.”

Allott will have plenty of people
rooting for him in the crowd today. "My
wife Claire and three boys - Jack (8),
Luca (8) and Harry (& months) - are
coming with my dad, my mother-in-law,
father-in-law and a lot of other family
members. There are also a number of
friends attending. Hopefully it should
be a good day for everyone.

“Jack and Luca have been to a couple
of games but it will be Harry's first. He
won't realise, of course, but it’ll be nice
to tell him when he's older that the first
game he went to was at Wembley.”

Allott, who has made over 650
senior appearances since being
handed his debut in 1996, counts
himself fortunate to have avoided
any major fitness concerns. “Touch
wood, I've not really had any serious
injuries, which has been lucky. I'm a

Mark Allott probably appreciate it more than | wou
Leaque 2 st term | NAVE dONE if | was younger.”

On the subject of age, Allott admits
that his thoughts often turn to what he
might do when his playing career comi
to an end. "It crosses your mind near
enough every day as soon as you pass
30! You tend to do a lot of thinking
about what you want to do.

“I've done level two of the UEFA 'B’
Licence and I'd like to get into coaching
some way. If not in the professional gam
then maybe in a school or college. After
being involved in football for so long, | fi
I've got a lot of experience to pass on.”

believer in training hard because

you only get out what you put in.
“It's nice to get a bit of successin

the last couple of years. At my age, |
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Fantastic

fans Offer!

imply, the best value
Yreakdown subscription

Breakdown Cover

a Year... Simple!

We will spend 30 minutes trying to fix your vehicle - If we can'’t
fix it we will tow you to an approved garage within 20miles...

WE OFFER...
B Average 30min response time @ Full national coverage

B Road accidents covered B Replacement vehicle service

B Largest recovery network

PLUS
B FREE Accident management service
B FREE Smartphone rescue app Chamber of Commerce
AWARDS 201
B FREE Legal cover camar ikl T
- ol el o
MR aREEass  Join now online: Or for more details call:

ecovery App Available for

oM rtrulk.com 0870 474 0148




Calne Engineering Ltd.

Sheet Metal Fabrication Specialists

Operating from a purpose built 35,00 sq ft
factory in Wiltshire, Calne Engineering Ltd. can
offer you a complete sub-contract engineering
solution for all requirements

W LA

Laser Profiling

Combination Punch/Laser
Folding & Forming

CNC Turning/Machining Services
Mig/Tig Welding

Shot Blasting

Spraying/Powder Coating

Congratulations to Swindon Town for
reaching the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy Final!

ep

BSI :
@ Tel: 01249 813288 @ Email: sales@calne-engineering.co.uk @ Web: www.calne-engineering.co.uk

/d‘ Screen and Digital
| y

p Print Solutions
Bex Design Services Lid

Whether your requirement is for a simple label or a complex
membrane keypad assembly, with our extensive design, print and
manufacturing facilities, Bex Design Services Ltd has everything in
place to work with you.

@ Graphic Overlays Glass Printing
Membrane Keypads/Swifches POS Displays

@
® Large Format Printing Trade Printing
® Electronic Cutting 24 HR Turnaround

Electronic Cutting

Fast, accurate cutting and Nex* Generoﬁon uv LED Pri
routing Full colour and white ink

E?;};g;d‘enr;i;y :iﬁf;::t Prints up to 50mm thick
S i nes .
e RS 1200 DPI resolution

gt echiotay 3.1 x 1.6m print area ; i
: - —-—\_‘_\4__ i
Wishing Paolo and Swindon Town every 1
success in the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy Final! #\“"’*\._/

Tel: 01249 821127 ® Email: sales@bexdesign.co.uk ® Web: www.bexdesign.co.uk




MATT RITCHIE

ly named League 2 Player of the Year, Matt Ritchie
ing to inspire Swindon Town to Wembley glory

P

7

‘ve only bee
The experienc
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Swindon Town are enjoying a renaissance under Paolo Di Canio, but before the Italian it was a pair of forme
high-profile footballers who brought the glory days to the County Ground - Ossie Ardiles and Glenn Hoddle

As Swindon Town supporters departed
Wembley Stadium as losing finalists in
the 2010 League 1 Play-Off Final, nobody
could have predicted the year that
would follow for the club.

From promotion contenders, Swindon
finished 2010/11 propping up the division,
contemplating life in League 2. Things
were looking bleak. Enter Paolo Di Canio.

Since the Italian's appointment in May
last year, the Robins have been, well,
flying high, and the storm clouds have
revealed themselves to be carrying a
silver lining in the form of the Italian.

Without tempting fate, they look
favourites for automatic promotion this
term and reaching today’s Johnstone’s
Paint Trophy Final is an instant reminder
of the positive impact Di Canio has made
during his short time in charge.

Today marks his first appearance at
Wembley as a player or manager and should
he finish the day lifting silverware, there are
two former high-profile Swindon managers
who will know exactly how he feels.

Ossie Ardiles and Glenn Hoddle are

names most commonly associated with
Tottenham Hotspur after they became
legends of the English game in the
Eighties, forming a lethal part of the
Spurs midfield that saw the club take
home FA Cup and UEFA Cup honours.
Similar to Di Canio during his
playing career, they were revered
for their skill and poise, lighting
up matches with a turn of
flair that captured the
imagination of neutrals
across the country. And
like the current Swindon
boss, they started their
managerial careers at
the County Ground, each
later taking the Robins
to Wembley.
“Looking back at
my career, it was
the perfect scenario
for me,” remembers
Hoddle, who joined the
club as player/manager
in 1991, “l was trying to get

64 CHESTERFIELD v SWINDON TOWN

back from injury - | came back from
Monaco and was training at Chelsea
the time - and | got the opportunity
to go to Swindon after Ossie had lef!
for Newcastle. | felt it would be a
fantastic move for me if | wanted fo ¢
,_into football management, because
it was the type of club where
you learned everything that
management would bring. [t
was one of those clubs
where you would get
involved with absolutely
every part of it, so it was
a great learning curve.”
Indeed it was and afte
he had guided the Robi
to the Premier League
i by virtue of a dramat
Play-Off final victory
over Leicester City
at Wembley in 1993,
Hoddle later became
Chelsea manager and
then England boss in 1996.
But while his stint at the County

POINTY
JOETONES 11357 nf




S Would Hoddle have had it so good at
Hhe County Ground?

ROBINS LEGENDS

“1 CUT MY TEETH IN MANAGEMENT

AT SWINDON, WORKED WITH SOME
LOVELY PEOPLE AT A GREAT CLUB AND
OBVIOUSLY IT WAS GREAT TO BRING SOME

SUCCESS THERE” - GLENN HODDLE

Wtound would last just two years, it was
t Play-Off victory that has forever
deared him to fans of the Wiltshire club.

0 up, playing superbly, and then
Middenly they came back - and full credit
M Leicester for that, they were down
d out and threw caution to the wind,
King it 3-3. The last 20 minutes was
ke the Alamo, but Paul Bodin popped

Wihd we got our just rewards for the
football we played that season.”
Much like Swansea City in the Premier
L8ague now, it was Swindon's free-
Howing style that had seen them
apture the imagination of fans in
Blvision One as they marched on to
Wmeperience top-flight football for the
irst time in the club’s history.

But without the appointment of his
bimer Spurs teammate Ossie Ardiles,

! “No way, not at all!" jokes Ardiles, who was
" Bppointed Swindon boss in 1989 following
"¢ departure of Lou Macari. “l came in
" ind Introduced a totally different style to
the club, moving on from the era
"¢y had before so when Glenn
Jeplaced me, he was able to
sontinue my project.
“That's not to say they
Widn't play good football, but
i wasn't how | liked to play
and | was able to change
Whings for the better,
1 think. Glenn was

i Robins, winning the GemHodde | had such a great time with them.”

#ble to take it a step Division Two play-offs, SePmmmos  Hoddle echoes such sentiments.
frther and make but their joy would Final with Paul Bodin, “I look back at Swindon and it was
# real impact. be replaced by ;w& one of my happiest times as a coach,

it was a despair when image), while bove,  how we played as a team and the
mntlierful club matters off the m" I"*‘“ "f thn style was very close to my heart. The
10 join. The people pitch resulted in the aWembleyvicryof | iCing on the cake was that we were
ol Swindon were their own in 1990

ciub missing out on
reaching Division One.

successful as well. We had a limited

¥ery forthcoming budget, limited squad, but it was

ahd | have great

“Aside from that, it
was @ magical day,”
remembers Ardiles.
“The fans were

magnificent and |
should imagine it's
what Paolo will
experience today. | really hope
they can win the trophy. |

memories from my
ime there, especially our
awn trip to Wembley.”

Three years prior to
Moddle leading his players
Bul beneath the
Twin Towers, Ardiles
Nad done the same with the

g Pram
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about getting the best out of it and we
played some fantastic stuff. The aim
was to get promotion and we achieved
it by getting to Wembley.

“l cut my teeth in management at
Swindon, worked with some lovely
people at a great club and obviously it
was great to bring success there. | look
back at it with very fond memaries
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RIS SMITH is living the dream.

le has just signed a professional playing

itract with Swindon Town FC after
iNing Samsung’s ‘Win A Pro Contract’
petition.

nine months ago Chris, 21, was
lidying for a sports degree when he
B¢ ided to enter "Win a Pro Contract’
‘he annual nationwide search for
llented amateur players who could be
pod enough to make it as a pro.

i just three weeks ago he started
iaining with Paolo Di Canio’s first-team
Mjuad!

itls, of Stoke, said: “Since the gaffer
iose me as the winner, my feet have
dly touched the ground.

™ 'was preparing for my exams when he
led to say he wanted to look at me,

O N T
three others. We atlended a week's

' ining to see how we handled ourselves
a club and squad environment, where |
IBought | did okay.

M was gobsmacked when he phoned
B0ain to say ‘This is your new manager
galling”!

#0ut of nearly 5,500 players from all

ave the country who entered 'Win A Pro

o tract’ he had chosen me. My mum

#nd dad were there when | got the call. It
% really emotional.

fter that, it was all a bit of a blur. There
te TV, radio and newspaper interviews

Ihere was a flat to find near the County
round. There were all the new team-
tes and back room staff at the club to
¢l. Amazing, really amazing.”

‘windon boss Paolo Di Canio said: “Chris
i Intelligent, strong and has quality on
b ball.

e has shown great hunger to win the
‘Rompetition and become a professional.
M deserves a chance to prove himself
‘and become a good player.

*Chris has done very well since
Joining my squad. He has fitted in well,

oncentrated hard and showed his spirit.”

" A% a kid, full-back Chris spent time at
Lverton and Stoke City, but, like so many
wiher youngsters, those early hopes of a

Spareer in football came to nothing.

Chris Smith sigming his professional coatract with Swindon Town FC CEO Nick Watkins.

HOW IT

WORKS

WIN A PRO CONTRACT

IN THE

SQUAD

TEN days after arriving as the unknown
new boy at Swindon Town FC, Chris
Smith saw his name in the First Team
squad!

! A couple of injuries to key players meant

that manager Paolo Di Canio had to start
juagling with his squad.

Chris said: I couldn’t believe it when |
saw my name up on the sheet. | never
expected it.

But | could understand, given the injuries
and big games coming up, why the gaffer
was considering every one of us.

It just goes to show how quickly
things can change when you are in a
professional environment. And how
important it is to keep yourself in top
condition all the time.

As it turned out, | didn
bench but i'm deiighte
considered!”

More than 5,500 players applied for ‘Win a Pro Contract’i

Applications were vetted by a team of e
(www.footballCV,com) and players wer
at a Goals Soccer Centre (www.goalsfootball.con

its from Swindon Town FC Kept a close eye on the skills and fitne
[ were selected to play in 11-a-side matches at semi-professional foot

time, Swindon manager Paolo Di Canio was running his eye over the hope

matches, the best 11 players went forward to play in the Final at the clu

Swindon Town FC Select Xl.

elected the players he wanted to train with the First Team for a week -
the winner, who immediately picked up a one year professional contract anc
irect, the online sportswear retailer (www.prodirectsoccer.com).

orship Director Martin Howard said: “We are proud to have developed
are delighted that in our second season we nearly doubled the nun
e thousands of talented players in this country who deserve the
ough to become a professional footballer and Samsung "Win a Pre

The Samsung ‘Win A Pro Contract’ compelition is open to amateur players aged I7 and over who
are not currently signed on professional terms.

Wt ‘Win A Pro Contract’ opened the
‘loor to another chance - a fresh shot at
t lelting Chris prove he was good enough
10 lruly live the dream...that every

Enter online: www.facebook.com/samsungfootball (from May 2012). n
Mootball fan carries in his heart. )

Follow on Twitter: @samsungfootball
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The world’s best,
o\ better than ever.

First-class football. On a spectacular stage. Where the prowess of your heroes is spurred
on by the glorious Wembley roar. It doesn’t get any better than this - and you can
guarantee your place next time with a Club Wembley membership until 2018".

We've just introduced flexible pricing, so from just £2'14 per person per event’ you'll
now have access to top seats at the nation’s most sought-after fixtures — including
The FA Cup Final and Semi Finals, and every England Home International. Plus priority
access to Wembley's sports and music events. Not to mention exclusive member

experiences, such as watching the England team train.

For unforgettable entertainment with your friends and guests and to see for
yourself why Club Wembley is better than ever, call our friendly team on
0844 980 0038 or text ‘JPT' to 87474.




BURNLEY O
WOLVERHAMPTON 2
WANDERERS

get Wolves at Wembley in
d clinched the Division Four title
ks previously, now we had a
Wembley final to contest agains

atmosphere with both ourselves and
Burnley well supported.
went ahead in the first half t
Muich [a
minutes into the second half v
on set-piece duty all
as well positioned for a right-fo

TROPHY WINNERS 3

yrilliant to see Wo
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A FOOT IN BOTH CAMPS

ield and
me Chesterfie
<on was proud t0 naﬁnest memories

od, Wayne Al oyed some of his

A cult hero wherever he play

swindon Town qm‘ong. _he

clubs where he enj

WORDS: |

Clapperboards and film

never really his style, so

goals
tly from the

und was transformed into
on for Michael Sheen's
ortrayal of Brian Clough
he ‘Chief’
called time on one of football’s most
enduring, and endearing, careers
Ostensibly, after its makeover in
a municipal shade of green paint,
1te’s main stand bore a passabile
to Clough's old theatre of parody
by's Baseball Ground, but there
o fooling the Spireites cognoscenti
ang multiplex screen patrons. !

| home immediat

d the st

M youthful promise at Halifax to

favourite wherever he p
on the front line.
taf

| should be grateful tt
matches are not beaut

me! But fans seemed to appreciate my
effort and in return, | never took their
indulgence for granted.

“Although | was never driven by stats,
| will always be indebted to Chesterfield
fo e opportunity t ch those
landmarks. From scoring on my debut,
which is always a smart career m
if you want to endear you
new set of supporters, ti
good times for an old st

sten the n
now the
at Wem
e

e playing at
wonderful while

ttotakeupas

v would block a young player’s progress
"I had already started to take my
coaching badges, study for a PhD in
sports science and go on the Certificatg
of Football Management course al i
Warwick University to try and make
myself employable in football beyond My
playing career. | just happened to be a
Chesterfield when the music stopped.
in his pomp, Allison - now a research
manager at St George's Park, the Football
Association’s naticnal coaching centre
in Staffordshire - was a brave, bustling, i
belligerent centre forward. Although heg
never played in the Premier League, hel
was the type of striker gilded defendersy
dreaded meeting in v

seasons were

war camp which t

teve McMahon
or Allison to spring the£
r oductive stint @

From Don Rogers, lheir Wembley her@
in 1969, to John Trollo 770 League
appearances for a single club), Swindo
have always been susceptible to cult
heroes, and Allison took to the Robins
like a rubber duck to bathwater.

“First impressions often count the

B o r#ﬂﬂm-]




A FOOT IN BOTH CAMPS
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most, and | can remember being
impressed with Steve fram our first
conversation,” he said. “He told me not
to waste my energy running into the
channels and making extra work for
myself. He told me fo stay central, hold
the ball up, bring others into play and get
in the box to meet the crosses.

“| thought, ‘| like this fella, he doesn't
want me to run around like a headless
chicken, we're going to get along‘famous!v"
And we did - in fact the whole team were
good friends. We socialised with each
other, we backed each other on the
pitch and we won promotion back to
the Championship at the first attempt
after the club had been relegated
two years running.

“| look back ocn my two
years at Swindon with great
affection. | learned to be a
target man - you don't always
get a lot of rewards but
you certainly get kicked
every week - and | grew
up there as a player.

“They are obviously
having a great time
under Paolo Di Canio
now: it is not easy for
a manager to convey

%

FIELD v SWINDON

w5

team’s performances, but he has

already achieved that.

they are now; less than two years ago,
Charlie Austin was clean through against
Millwall in the play-off final, one-on-one
with the keeper, and the ball bobbled
horribly as he executed his shot.

“If that had gone in, | think history might
have been different and Swindon would be in
the Championship today. But Paolo has
taken them on a wonderful run, and|
would be amazed if they didn't go up.”
As a distinguished servant of both

clubs, Allison is happy to sit on
the fence, with lashings of
creosote, this afternocon
and let impartiality
run its course.
Whether Di
Canio’s histrionics
and colourful
hand signals

wvin the day, o
Spireites mana
John Sheridan is
celebrating tonight,

Wembley will be an

Allison wonderland.

A MANAGER FOR ALL SEASONS

Paul Hart once had to justify spending
£4.50 on studs as manager of Chesterfield!
but he claims awin at Wembley for his old
friend John Sheridan would be priceless.

Hart has managed both of the clubs
fighting for the Johnstone’s Paint Trophy
this afternoon, with more success during
his three-year spell at Chesterfield, despite]
having to operate on a shoestring budget.

Now the Academy director at Charlton,
Hart recalled: "During my time there
| learned how to manage in extreme
situations. We were not allowed to carry
any stock, studs included. But one mormings
we were sitting in my office and it was
lashing down outside, so we had no choice §
but to go and get some long studs.

“They cost a grand total of £4.50. But
a few days later | was calied in by the
chairman to explain the invoice!

"It was a club working within its limitations]
but | owe them a debt because they gave
me a chance in management. | learned

a lot about myseif.”

Hart spent just over two years at
Saltergate, taking the club to the Fourth
Division Play-Off Final in 1990 where they
lost 1-0 to Cambridge United. His spell at
Swindon at the end of last season lasted
just eight weeks and he admits to having
mixed feelings about today’s Final.

“Swindon didn’t go to plan. It wasn't 2
great time for the club. But they have
a young lad, Matt Ritchie, who came
through when | was there.

“He's tearing the division apart now, and
I'd like him to get something out of the
game. Swindon are on fi the moment
and will probably start as favourites.”
Paul Brown
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HTOTAL WASTE CONTROL LTDe.
'Hope the Spireites win at Wembley... &

'cos we've betour kitonit!!" &

§pecialist Waste Disposal Services
. Our services include:

Hazardous &
. Non Hazardous
33 Waste Disposal

Bulk, Pallets &
Drummed Waste

Tank Cleaning &
Pressure Jetting

Telephone.
"7 01246 252311

totalwastecontroleo.uk f\h

Coney Green Business Centre - Wingfield View - Clay Cross - Derbyshire - S45 SJW

“‘\-\a_brlker
efficient#

We offer FREE energy surveys at your business premises and
present you with options ta save energy, carbon emissions
and money.
This can be achieved by using the latest technology on voltage
optimisation at source, LED lighting, Lighting control systems,
PV Splar systems e1c.

Offer a wide range of industrial. commercial and domestic

electrical installations.

Working closely with Bolsover District Council, Manshield

District Council and other local authorities.

Fire services

Electrical supplies

Full range of commercial and domestic building and
construction services

Recently completed 1st stage of Kitchen replacement scheme
as part of "‘Decent Homes' for Bolsover District Council

0845 271 1966 www.thepkgroup.com




TAKE THE WEMBLEY TOUR

s |
TOUR

WEMBLEY STADIUM

WEMBLEY

Football’s greatest day out just
got even better — for even longer!

| Due to popular demand we're extending our Exhibition
of Champions until the end of 2012! So come and

} take the Wembley Tour and celebrate the 56 UEFA
Champions League Finals from 1956 to 2011.

It’s only 2 stops from Baker Street!

Visit wembleystadium.com/tours

I ———————— T

or call 0844 800 2755 ;ﬁx |
Buy Gift Vouchers at r\ |
wembleystadium.com/store CHAMPIONS

i
!

The Exhibition of Champions is supported by UEFA through exclusive content and memorabilia.
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Help the Hospices, The Football League's Official
Charity Partner, is staging a London to Paris bike
ride this summer to help raise much-needed funds

Hospaces

OFFICIAL CHARITY OF
THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE
2011712

HELP THE HOSPICES

It has been a long road to Wembley for
today’s Johnstone's Paint Troph
Chesterfield and Swindon Tow
football fans, the path to success
promises to be much longer this summe

In June, Help the Hospices, The
Football League’s Official C
for 2011/12, is staging a
ride from London to Paris to help ra
funds to enable its hospices to care for
360,000 people each year, including
patients and their friends and families.

Starting at Wembley Stadium on Thursday
14 June, the Arch to Arc Bike Ride will take
fans from across the country on a 244-mile
journey through the English countryside
and French vineyards and villages before
making a triumphant finish at the Arc de
Triomphe in Paris.

“The bike ride is going to be excellent
and great fun for all involved,” said
Michael Howard, chairman of Help the
Hospices and former '—‘ome SE"FGIar\‘.

“Our partnership with The Fi
is working .’cl', well r_"]d WE
£400,000 throughout
rse ¢ H e season with events
Arch to Arc Bike Ride.”

s also a special week of
action from 3 to 11 March when all
Football League clubs staged a game
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dedicated io Help the Hospices, making
collections on behalf of the charity and
visiting their local hospices.

"Hospice care helps seriously ill people
to live well. The majority of hospice
income comes from fundraising, with
only a small amount subsidised by the
government. At Help the Hospices we
depend on donations and events such as
the bike ride and the week of on

“Lots of Football League clubs do
wonderful things in their communitities
and this is just anot way that
football is being used to make a
positive impact on 3

* You can support Help the Hospices at the
touch of a button. Text GOAL33£3 o 70070
to make a £3 donation to Help the Hospices.

« For more m.or
part in the An
www.helpt E’IOS
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A Wembley winner in the past, Chesterfield's Jack Lester
says that, at 36, today could be his final opportunity as a
player to sample the stadium’s unigue atmosphere

WORDS: GRAHAME LLOYL
Jack Lester knows he’s approaching the
twilight of his career but after netting
the goal which confirmed Chesterfield's
appearance in this afternoon’s Final, the
evergreen striker has no plans to call it
a day just yet. In fact, he still sees
himself as a bit of a Jack the Lad.

“I may be 37 in October but | still
feel good, “ Lester stated. “Because
of my age, I'm realistic about
how much longer I've got in the
game but | still love it because
| really enjoy playing.”

With more than 500 games
under his beit, he has lived
with the ‘veteran’ taq for
longer than he cares
to remember while his
impressive scoring record
over the last five years has
secured him legendary
status with the Spirerites.

“| have the hunger to
keep going for as long
as possible,” he added.
“In my view, there's no
better job - especially when
| speak to former players
who let you know how hard
it is giving up the game.
You're g long time retired and
I"ll know when I've become an
embarrassment because there'll
be no more job offers.”

Throughout his career, Lester
has always been a regular
rather than a prolific goalscorer,
operating as either an out-and-out
striker or an attacking midfielder
playing &s a foil to a front man.

Born in Sheffield, he supported




the Blades as a boy but opted to join
Grimsby Town because he got on
well with Richard O'Kelly, their youth team
coach at the time and who earlier this
month was appointed Hereford United boss.
| could have signed for United but
Richard persuaded me to go to Blundell
Park. Grimsby were a nice club who
allowed me to stay at school and do
my A-levels. I'd go there one day a
L week. They were in Division One at
the time - the same as United - and |
hoped I'd have more chance breaking
through with a smaller club.”

“I'M REALLY
EXCITED ABOUT
REACHING

THE FINAL AT
THIS STAGE OF
MY CAREER.
BREALISTICALLY,
WHEN IS IT
GOING TO
HAPPEN AGAIN?Y”

Three years later, Lester helped
the Mariners pull off a famous
Wembley double, winning the 1998
Auto Windscreens Shield against
Bournemouth and, a month later,
securing promotion back to the second
tier via the play-offs after being
relegated the previous season.
“I missed the first game
through suspension,” Lester
recalled, “and it was very
disappointing not to play
¥ in front a crowd of 60,000.

Qur manager, Alan Buckley,
said there was no point in my
f going so | watched it at home

on the telly but then a month
later we were back at Wembley for
the Division Two Play-Off Final and beat
Northampton 1-0.

“We had a good team that year, it was
a fantastic occasion and Alan's love
of the passing game gave me a great
footballing education.”

Lester’s key role in @ 4-3 win over
Nottingham Forest in January 2000
when he scored the opening goal
& persuaded Forest boss David Platt to

pay £300,000 for him a couple of weeks
later. "I liked David Platt but it wasn't
very harmonious there at the time what
with the club's financial problems.”

He had a 16-month spell with Sheffield
United starting in July 2003 before a
surfeit of strikers prompted a return
to the City Ground under Joe Kinnear

and then Colin Calderwood. In his

first spell there he suffered play-off
disappointment - ironically losing to
Sheffield United in the semi-finals - and
there was more hearibreak in 2007
when Forest's quest to climb out of
League 1 foundered at the hands of
Yeovil at the same stage.

“We lost 5-4 on aggregate both
times and they're probably the worst
two nights of my career. The Yeovil
one was tougher as we led 2-0 after
the first leg and 3-1 on aggregate until
the 82nd minute of the return. We also

led 3-1 on aggregate in the second
game aqainst Sheffield United before
being pegged back.”

When Calderwood released him
after the Yeovil defeat, Lester moved
to Chesterfield where the goals have
continued to flow. In his first two
seasons, he set a club record
by becoming the first Chesterfield
player to score 20 times in consecutive
campaigns for 82 years.

As the Spirerites roared to the
League 2 title last May, he netted 18
goals in 29 starts but the captain’s
appearances this season have been
disrupted by both injury and suspension.

“l had a good pre-season and was
feeling really fit but then | broke my arm
in September. | missed the next three
months and the arm is now being held in
place by pins. It was frustrating because
the team were struggling.

“| scored in my first game back
after the injury but then received
2 three-match ban. The injury and
suspension did sef me back but |
feel I'm contributing.”

One of Lester's most impertant
goals came at Oldham in the
second leg of the Northern
Area Final. Leading 2-1 from
_ the home tie, Chesterfield
were under almost
constant pressure
until 3 defensive mix-
* up enabled Lester to
nip in for the 88th-
minute winner.

“Naturally, you have an eye
on the Final because it's an
occasion you want to be part of
and remember, but we've been
fully focused on the league for
the last couple of months. The
bottom seven or eight teams
could go down - it's a case

of who can best handle the

pressure. | think we've been

doing that guite well.”

If Lester is included in
the Chesterfield team this
afternoon, he will join a
I" select band of players to
have appeared at both the old
and new Wembley stadiums.

“It would be nice to be
able to tell my kids that I'd
played at both grounds -
and leading the side out would
be amazing. My son, Staniey,
who's two, will be coming
but my daughter, five-month-old

Elsie, is staying at home
in Nottingham.

“I'm really excited about
reaching the Final at this stage of
my career. Realistically, when is
it going to happen again?”

LD v SWINDON TO\



people are your biggest asse!

Congratulations to Swindon Town FC on a wonderful season i€
date. As Swindon Towns' preferred recruitment partner, if yo
season isn’t going quite so well, and you need a change of job or &
new recruitment partner that values people - check o
cdrecruitment.co.uk

Asset Management SW Implementers London £6€
Pre Sales / Software Engineer (CMS) London £5¢
Analyst Developer (Credit Analysis) Midlands £5C
SQL SSIS, SSRS, SSAS Developer  Tamworth £26
Inbound Sales Representative Swindon £18
IT Manager (manufacturing) Swindon £3
Banking Change Manager London £71
Validation Specialist Swindon £3
Database Architect Birmingham £50
Database Architect Midlands £6
Lead C# Developer Maidenhead fol
COBOL Developer London £60
Java Developer Newbury £38
PHP Developer Oxford
C# Developers Maidenhead
Call Centre Ops Swindon
Telemarketers Swindon
P/T Order Pickers Swindon
Safety Stewards Swindon
Production Ops Swindon
%%  Warehouse Swindon
= Drivers Swindon
Swindon

cdrecruitment.co.u
T:01793 513400 / 48805¥




WES FODERINGHAM
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ean sheet or not, Swindon Town goalkeeper Wes Fodermgham Just wants to
t silverware at Wembley Stadium today

eeping clean sheets is the
nber ane priority for all
pers but Swindon’s
eringham has

dy become something
i cull hero when it

to shutouts.

in October last

- initially as cover for
njured Phil Smith - he

v cemented his first-
place on the back of a
of remarkable games
0 impressed manager
Di Canig, his loan

vas soon turned into
rmanent contract.

his first fiv
indon, home 2
gam didn't conce
al, setting a clu'
3 new keeper s

Il out of his net in
N league games
County Ground - from
ober to 21 February.
urally they are statistic
g immense 53 nsfacr on
¢ player who learned his
{ a Premier Leaque
and who today

uring his 16
ane oE thethi : : months at p ub Crystal Palace,
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“But this is dif
s 8 big crowd and is liy

ur main objective ha
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Whether you are a Chesterfield or
Swindon Town supporter, why not mark
today's Final by personalising your

own stone on Wembley Way?

Your stone will be laid around the outer
concourse of the stadium, creating a Iasting
fribute which will allow you to join football
legends and fans both past and present,
who have all made Wembley the great
national stadium we know and love today.

Chairman of Wembley Stadium, Melvin
Benn, said: “Wembley is one of the most
iconic stages in the world with an unrivalled
history. We are delighted to be zble to offer
our fans this opportunity to be a part of
Wembley's history for ever.”

Wembley recently unveiled stones on
Wembley Way for seven members of
the current England squad, including
Steven Gerrard, Frank Lampard and
Wayne Rooney and members of
England’s 1966 World Cup winning team.
Lampard said: “Wembley is a special place

PAINT
JORSTONES 5 0p)

and it makes me very proud fo know that
I will have my own stone there for ever,
alongside so many footballing greats.”

Other football legends that have been
commemorated on Wembley Way include
Sir Geoff Hurst, who was honoured
alongside his England teammates for his
achievements in the 1966 World Cup Final.

The stones can be inscribed with your own
special messages, dedications or memories
and will be set in the ground along a number
of panels dedicated to some of the greatest
events ever o take place at Wembley. In
2012, Wembley will unveil 3 new panel
celebrating one of its most epic League Cup
Final encounters between Manchester City
and Newcastle United in 1976.

Made from the finest grey granite,
the Wembley Way stones ccme in
various sizes starting from just £50.
Visit www.wembleystadium.com/
wembleyway for more details.
Vinnie Jones, whose giant-killing exploits

WEMBLEY WAY

helped win The FA Cup with Wimbledon in
1988, made a recent return to Wembley
after 25 years, starring in an interactive
filrn in which he presents fans with their
personalised Wembley Way ston
film, Vinnie pays tribute to the n
tadium joking: “It’s a lot like Hol
only closer to the North Circular
You can star alongside Vinnie in a video
for your Wembley Way stong
the website and share it with your
friends and family on Facebook.

Eeilzoan
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PLAY YOUR PART
@FOOTBALL LEAGUE |

Have your say and keep up with all the action and
official news from Football League HQ, as we tweet
the hottest issues of the day. Plus, don’t miss out on

our regular weekly fun and games with #WheresJon
& #WheresJackie!

To follow us, go to www.twitter.com/football league
or to send us a message, tweet @football league

Blencue  Gofifer
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THE GIRLS

foday's npower Football League Girls Cup Final will be fought
but by All Hallows Catholic School and Whitby High School

WoRDS

915

At the start of October the local stages
pf the U13 npower Football League Girls
jup kicked-off and over 5,000 children

t nearly 700 schools all had aspirations
)i a day out at Wembley.

This afternoon that dream will become a
Bality for the pupils of All Hallows Catholic
}chool and Whitby High School when they
gke to the field at the national stadium for
In occasion they will never forget.

e two teams, representing Aldershot
jown and Tranmere Rovers respectively,
have emerged triumphant through local,
jrea and regional finals over the last six
months to be here this afternoon.

The competition was re-launched last
eason with the support of npower and as
thools progress they are rewarded with
ertificates, pennants, medals and more.
‘The biggest prize though, in the eyes of
Al Hallows' PE Teacher Lee Marker, is the
jature of the education - on and off the
eld - it has provided for the girls.
“Everyone is simply buzzing at the
poment. It has had such a positive impact

the school in general; they have all kept

D with their work and are noticeably more
ubbly and happy around their school life,
ich has benefited their studies.

has had a positive influence on the
Ehool's image and highlighted what we have
b offer in sporting areas. The number of
irls playing at school level has shot up and

g hope that will help us attract increased

bers of good, athletic students.”

iTheir opponents today are Whitby High
ichool who will be hoping to follow in

PAITT
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the footsteps of a school just 18 miles up
the road. West Kirkby Grammar School
were joint winners in 2007/08 when also
representing Tranmere Rovers however,
regardless of the result, PE Teacher

Sam Austin feels that the pupils already
deserve to be regarded as winners.

He explained: “The girls are very bright
and they have taken everything in their
stride. They have been a credit to the
school and the tournament has encouraged
them to embrace the competitive aspect
of sport in & responsible manner.

“With the school behind them, their success
has had a knock-on effect with giris football,
not just within the school but focally and that
has to be positive for everyone involved.”

The npower Giris Cup is one of two
tournaments for junior footballers from
schools across the country that is delivered by
community teams at all 72 clubs on behalf of
The Football League and Football League Trust.

“The competition encourages youngsters
to be active, heaithy and develop a keen
sense of teamwork,” commented Mike Evans,
General Manager of The Football League
Trust. “More significantly, with the support
of npower, it aiso provides Football League
clubs with the opportunity to strengthen
connections within their local community
and help make a difference to peoples’ lives”

To read a match report from today's
game and to find out how your school
can participate in the Ul npower Football
League Kids Cup or U13 npower Football
League Girls Cup next season, please
visit www.lcotball-league.co.uk.

"-.rwo;mr )
GIRLS CUP

ALL HALLOWS SCHOOL

[representing Aldershot Town)]

- Tamsin De Bunsen
+ Joanna Hall

- Rebecca Tabbener
- Rebecca Williams
* Dorothy Usher

- Emma Barratt

- Jade Arnott

- Lauren Kilbride

Teachers: Lee Marker,
Nathalie Groves

Club community coaches:
Kirk Wheeler, Gavin Delf

WHITBY H

(representing Tranmere Rovers])
« Harriet Shaw

* Emma Davies

* Bethany Brizell

+ Tanisha Adolph

» Eden Richardson

» Libby Marsh

- Paige Cole

- Natasha Rothery

Teachers: Sam Austin,
Chris Parker

Club community coaches:
Shirley Wareing,

Louise Edwards

Show your support:

KICK-OFF: 12pm
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A keen fan of speedway, today's referee Tony Bates
can't wait to race around the Wembley pitch today

REFEREE TONY BATES
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WORDS: RUSSELL KEMPSO

Today is a big day for Tony Bates. To referee
at Wembley will realise a lifelong ambition.
But next Saturday is a similarly important and
eagerly anticipated date in his diary, when
Stoke Potters roar cut of the gate at Loomer
Road for the start of their new season.

Bates is a speedway fanatic, no more content
than when watching four riders on bikes with
no brakes hurling themselves around a track
for four laps. The whiff of methanol, the flying
shale and perhaps the occasional spectacular
crash add to the fascination.

Stoke may have fallen into the National League,
the sport’s third tier, but when the tapes go up for
their challenge match against the Isle of Wight
Islanders, he wants to be there. "It just depends
where | am,” Bates said. “I've had a lot of long treks
recently, to Piymouth, Middlesbrough and West
Ham, and | could be many miles away from Stoke.

“You either love or hate speedway. | went to
my first meeting as a 10-year-old and the speed,
the smell, filling in the programme with the heat
details, everything just grabbed me. Sure, the
crashes are part of the spectacle, but you
never want to see anyone getting hurt.”

Bates, 30, a joiner by trade, is now in the
twilight of his refereeing career. But the
production manager for a firm of architectural
and aluminium specialists in the Potteries has
many fond memories. Among them, running
the line in the 1995 Charity Shield and 1996 FA
Cup Final and in the Euro ‘96 match between
Germany and Czech Republic at Old Trafford.

Yet when he does hang up his whistle, Mark
Murfitt, his 19-year-old stepson, may soon be
ready to follow in his footsteps. “Mark's at Level
5 going for Level 4,” Tony said. “I'm very proud
of him and would love to see him get on to the
League list eventually.”

Much pride will also be felt at Wembley this
afternoon by the Bates clan, including his wife,
Jackie, her daughter, Samantha, 25, and partner,
Sam. But for a brief and fraught moment, when
Dave Allison, the National Group Referees’
Manager, informed Tony of his appointment, it did
seem that he might not be in any decent physical
shape for his big day.

“| WENT TO MY FIRST SPEEDWAY MEETING AS A g e e g o i ves
10-YEAROLD. THE SpEEQ! THE gMgLLL FILLINIG I road. The signal then disappeared and | couldn't get

THE PROGRAMMIE, EVERYTHING GRABBED ME”

back to Dave for four or five minutes. When | did he
was relieved because he thought | had crashed!”

PRINT
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TRUST MAATTERS

Chesterfield and Swindon Town's community projects are playing a vital role in helping the disadvantaged

Chesterfield Community Trust manager,
Andy Morris, was a part of football history
when he featured for the Spireites in the
first Football League Play-off Final to be
staged at Wembley in May 1990.

Cambridge won 1-0 - a Dion Dublin header
- and it still hurts 22 years later because it was
a controversial winner!” said Morris.

Morris took charge of the community
trust scheme after retiring in 2000, and
has overseen a huge period of change,
particularly in the past 12 months with the
facilities at the new b2net Stadium providing 2
superb base for delivering a range of projects
to help support the local community.

In addition, Chesterfield’'s Community
Trust has just received a grant from The
Football League Trust to join one of its
leading projects - Midnight Leagues,
made possible with a grant from the
Coalfields Regeneration Trust. Midnight
Leagues runs in conjunction with
another Trust initiative, On Target, and
together these programmes involve 13
club community schemes.

On Target and Midnight Leagues use
the positive power of football to engage
with disaffected young people on
Friday and Saturday evenings in areas
identified by the police as ‘hotspots’
for anti-social behaviour and crime.
Once 'engaged’ the project seeks to

ANDON TOVWN

raise aspirations in the young people,
specifically with regards to education,
and participants are encouraged to
complete Sports Leaders qualifications.
“It's fantastic to get Chesterfield onto
this programme,” said Mike Evans,
General Manager of The Football League
Trust. “We have now got 13 clubs involved
in On Target and Midnight Leagues, and
local police forces are asking us for more
as crime and anti-social behaviour in the
areas where it runs all but disappears.”
The Football League Trustis a
registered charity that governs, advises
and audits the 72 charitable trusts
associated with the professional clubs of
The Football League. These 72 member
trusts have a combined turnover of
maore than £35 million, and 2,500
members of staff who deliver a wide
range of projects under The Trust's main
themes of education and employment,
health, inclusion and sport. In the past
12 months these projects have engaged
with over 1.3 million people of all ages.
Another leading project of The Football
League Trust is Every Player Counts - the
largest disability sports programme in
England and Wales made possible by a grant
of £2.59 million from The Football Pools.
The objective of Every Player Counts
is to provide opportunities for disabled

people, and to increase their ability to liv
independently, enjoying the same choice
control and freedom of other citizens at
home, at work and as members of the
community by improving confidence anc
building their social network.

Swindon Town Football in the Community
Trust joined Every Player Counts at its
inception in 2009, having already establishe 4
a wide reaching disability programme.

Swindon Town now run teams for
Downs Syndrome, wheelchair football,
learning disabilities, Deaf Swindon FC
and pan disability sessions for children
and adults of all ages and abilities in a
programme that engages with close to
1,000 people across Wiltshire every yes

Jon Holloway's Swindon Town
association spans nearly 20 years and
with Joint Community Manaager Clive
Maguire, they have established the
club's Football in the Community Trust
programme as one of the most respect:d
schemes in The Football League.

“We are both very fortunate to be
in our roles within Football in the
Community, and it is a great time to be
associated with the club,” said John.

“Paolo Di Canio has transformed Swindon,
there's a fantastic buzz at the club again, an
he is also very supportive about the work we
deliver within our Community Trust.”
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All races live and in HD

All races live and uninterrupted.

On-air every day, with a weekly F1" magazine show
and Formula One Legends series.

Martin Brundle heads a great line-up of expert
commentators and analysts including David Croft
and Ted Kravitz.

More in-depth coverage of the technology and
race strategies.

For the first time in 51 Dolby surround sound.

Free for our customers with HD or Sky Sports 1& 2.

Discover more at S ky. CO mlF1

Wy Believe in better
Sk‘y’T\."\
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR
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EA SPORTS
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Topps Europe
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Kia Motors
Mitre
Precision Training
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BOLTON WANDERERS 4
TORQUAY UNITED 1
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"Phil Neal was rebuilding the club as it had
been the first time Bolton had dropped to the
bottom division so to get promoted and then
win The Football League Trophy in successive
years was a great achievement.

The history of the club was one the reasons
| signed in 1987 from Grimsby, so io play a
small part in trying to bring back better days
was very special. When you went into the
town you could tell that the supporters were
down about what had happened in previous
years, so it was nice to do it for them that day.

There was a massive turnout from Bolton
and we were on a good run of form, so

CHESTERFIELD v SWINDON TOWN

TROPHY WINNERS 4

the players were always confident that we
could get the job done. The manager had
assembled a tight group who all playad for
each other and even when we went a goal
down, the lads didn‘t panic.

Lifting the trophy was the main objective
on the day, but for me to score as well was
the icing on the cake. | wasn't known for my
goalscoring ability but | managed to find
myself in the box on the counter attack, with
Torguay trying to get back into the game. It
was a great ball played into me and | chested
it down and chipped the goa
make it 3-1 - it was all instinct
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The NFL have announced a new deal with
Wembley Stadium which gives the venue
exclusive rights to their International Series
games in the UK for the next five years.

The first game will see the St. Louis
Rams host Super Bowl XLVI runners-up
the New England Patriots on
Sunday 28 October 2012.

Wembley Stadium’s Managing
Director, Roger Maslin said: “This deal
gives Wembley
the exclusive
staging rights to
all overseas NFL
games in the UK
for the next five
years. It cements
the extremely
positive partnership
that exists
between Wembley
and the NFL and
is acknowledgement of Wembley's
position as one of most important and
iconic sports venues in the world.

“We have welcomed the NFL, their
teams and fans to Wembley for the
last five consecutive years and each
time our aim has been to improve
their experience at the stadium and
to enhance the service we provide
so they will want to return to our
venue again and again.
“The 201 game at

owsTes PO
TROPHY

Wembley was the best yet and we are
delighted that the success of this event,
combined with our commitment to
making improvement year on year, has
given the NFL the confidence to expand
their presence at Wembley for the next
five years. This is fantastic news for the
NFL and for Wembley and for all fans of
. American football. We look forward io
. being the home away from home for
-y the NFL for many
years to come.”
Roger Goodell,
NFL commissioner,
said he is
confident the
deal will allow
the NFL to
better serve its
growing popularity beyond
the borders of the US.

“The response to NFL
games in the UK among
our British fans has been
exceptional,” he said.
This will be the
sixth consecutive
International Series
NFL game at the
new Wembley
and by 2016
the stadium
will have
hosted a

AMERICAN FOOTBALL

decade of American football. Wembley has
already helped two previous Super Bowi
winners along their journey to glory and
this crucial mid-season match-up could
propel the winner towards the play-offs.
This must-win game is not to be missed!
General admission ficket sales for
the 28 October International Series
game between the St Louis Rams
and New England Patriots at
Wembley Stadium are now on sale.
Visit wwwwembleystadium.com/events
for more information. You can also call
the Club Wembley team with hospitality
enquiries on 0844 980 0038 or
email sales@wembleystadium.com
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CI.EE H“. The No. 1 Compaction Plant Hire
(imimi= EEHEE Specialist in the UK

Clee Hill wishes Chesterfield Football Club every
success tn the Jolnstone's Paint Trophy Flnal
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JOSH THOMPSON

NEW KID
ON THE

BLOCK

Josh Thompson only joined Chesterfield in January and is

74

already walking out at Wembley. With the experience of an Old
Firm derby behind him, he won't be fazed by the occasion today

WORDS: GRAHAM

Just three days after turning 18, Josh
Thompsen played in an Old Firm derby in
front of a fanatical 50,000-strong crowd
at Ibrox. A year later, he was a member
of the England team beaten 3-1 by Spain
in the semi-finals of the European U192
Championships in France.

With that sort of big match
experience, it seems unlikely that he
will be too fazed by this afternoon’s
Final. But while Thompson is looking
forward to making his bow at the
home of English football against
Swindon Town, he admits that he'll
e stepping into the unknown.

“At my age, it's just a case of seeing
what it's like on the day,” says the Bolton-
born defender. “Wembley is the place you
pretend you are when you're kicking a
ball around the back garden so it's great
to have the chance to play there.”

Thompson began his career at
cash-strapped Stockport County
where his handful of impressive first-
team appearances led to trials with
Manchester United and West Bromwich
Albion in May 2009, spending
a week at The Hawthorns and two
days at Old Trafford.

| was star-struck when | walked in at
United because | thought I'd be training
with the reserves or the A team. But the
first person | met was Rio Ferdinand
and then | found myself training with
the first-team squad.

“I really liked the staff and the
atmosphere at West Brom when Tony
Mowbray was the manager. | ended up

going to Celtic for £500,000 when
Tony took over there.

“The thought of joining such a massive
club didn't intimidate me,” recalled the
Z21-year-old. “| just wanted to play and it
was too good an opportunity to miss.

“I'd watched the Glasgow derby
games on TV but it's very different
when you're taking part. It's 110 per
cent from the off, the noise is so loud
at the beginning and it continues all
the way through. We went down to 10
men after an hour and they scored a
very late winner. It's an experience
that will live with me for ever.”

When Neil Lennon replaced Mowbray,
the new manager opted for experience.
Thompson's subsequent career as a
loan ranger has been a limited success
because of limited opportunities.

“I made only 12 appearances for
Rochdale and it was the same at
Peterborough - their defence did so
well | hardly played.” In the January
transfer window he made the move to
Chesterfield and his debut appearance
saw the Spirerites lay the foundations for
a place at Wembley as they beat Oldham
Athletic 2-1in the Northern Area Final
first leg, following that with a 1-O win at
Boundary Park two weeks later.

"After the second leg, Wembley was
on my mind but it had gone by the next
league game because we need to get as
many points as we can. We came up as
champions and our priority is to stay up
- 1'm fully confident that we can. To win
today would be the icing on the cake.”
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ALAN McCORMACK

He has already appeared in a Johnstone’s Paint Trophy Final with Southend United and although he lost on
that occasion, Swindon Town's Alan McCormack isn t thmkmq about anythmg but victory this afternoon

./‘../!.;FEDJ

When Swindon midfielder Alan McCormack
was asked to step in and become a rock of
the Robins’ rearguard, he scarcely looked
ideally cast for the role. As transformations
go. it was about as likely as Vinnie Jones
auditioning for a romantic lead.

Since the Dubliner had arrived in
England as an 18-year-cld trainee with
Preston North End a decade ago he had
been always typecast as a tigerish central
midfielder. And, at 5ft 8in, his aerial
prowess was assumed to be limited.

But that perception of him changed
within two months of arriving at The
County Ground last summer when
on in the 2-0 defeat ou his former club
Southend Unite to Ofiver
Risser - himself
as an emerge

?.‘%\’" was 'Wﬂ

.ﬁcCormaw kre t
eputised at riqh- back
for injured captain Paul Caddis) and,

with the Robins having Iu:“* a clean

sh in nearly half the games he has

d in since moving into defence,

it has proved an inspired move. The
28-year-old has developed into an
plished centre-back and forged a
redoubtable partnership with the more
conventionally-built Aden Flint and, more
recently, Joe Devera, both 6ft 2in.

The engaging McCormack attributes
his ability to deal with towering strikers
and high balls pumped into the area to
his days as a youngster, playing Gaelic
football for Dublin County.

"No, you don't get to see the kind of
positional move | made very often,” he
concedes with a wry smile. “But I've

lways been quite confident in my ability
to head the hal . With Gaelic football
the ball's always in the air and you're
constantly Ju.npmg to try and catch it.
lways had that little knack of being

he has al

ab time when to go up. | think I'm
Ca ith anyone in
this o

K T = =

He adds: “I get a lot of mickey taken
out of me by the boys, saying the change
| made means ‘that's the end of your
career’, but I'm really enjoying playing
as centre-half. Maybe | should have done
it a little bit earlier? We haven’'t been
conceding many despite having had
some great tests against teams including
Colchester and Wigan (both in the FA
Cup). We've held our own and grown in
confidence with that. It makes you feel an
extra inch talier; your chest is out an extra
bit. It's been nice getting compliments
from teammates, managers and fans.”

It doesn't mean he has lost his
attacking instincts though. "I ¢
bored at times, smashing
and | do like to GE’
against N mpton and se

s at Deepdale, McCorma—:'

eyton Orient and

spelis at Southend.

He finally signed manently for the

Shrimper< on New Year's Day, 2007.

There, he made an enormaous impression

in rr‘mn@id alongside Nicky Bailey, now

at Middlesbrough. In that first full season

(2007/08) the pair scored 20 goals between

them, with McCormack netting nine
“Yeah, | loved every minute of that seas

Nicky and | just bounced off each other.

e a similar type of player - aggressiv

pered, and we hated being Aund

to push each otheron. |

wr-uifi see hirn go in and absolutely nail two

blokes in a chalienge and everybody would

be raving rbﬂljl him, and I'd want to do

a. It was the

the third round of the FA Cup - although
the Premier League team were 5-1
victors in the repiay.

During his first loan period at Roots Hall,
the Irishman played in the 2005 Final of
this competition at the Millennium Stadium.
Southend lost 2-0 after extra time to
Wrexham, then in the division higher. "It

was a great day out. We w 't expected
to win, but we weren’t steamroliered
and could hold our heads

You remind him that this

are likely to be favourites,

ague | <Latu<

t. But in

who wants

ow talented

fo us every

ant it. If you

¢ team. If you
gone’. He

leaders of League 2

’ e
don '[ want It you'r

{ show me p

ﬁse\n t hxpg; an,rm;
He wants thi'ms falel

believes you
enny you make.”

As player who
into CG-:!CF ing or man
McCormack appre
high level of organisati

DVE:&v'SF"‘r'l D’“'

trainin

t’ll be
JO’\"BT”'\
League 2t
year. That's |rr\ﬂl we ao |
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“ITLL BE A GREAT
PAYBACK IF WE
CAN WIN TODAY
AND THEN THE
LEAGUE 2 TITLE.
THAT'S WHAT WE
DO IT ALL FOR”
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Today there's a special

family area here at
wembley, including

face painting, photo.
walls and a special kids
menu. To keep you busy
before kick-off why no_t have
ago at our fun activities .
on this page? Good luck!
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{i WAL et d b Paul Thirlwell lifted the Johnstone's Paint Trophy for

Carlisle United last year. Can you spot the five differences
in these pictures of him celebrating? ¥

1. Who scored the winning goal in last season'’s
Johnstone's Paint Trophy Final?
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2. True or false: Chesterfield and Swindon Town have
never played in the Johnstone's Paint Trophy Final

3. How many London clubs did Swindon Town manager
Paolo Di Canio play for during his career?

4. John Sheridan scored the winning goal in the 1991 League
Cup Final, but who was he playing for?

5. How old is Chesterfield's veteran striker Jack Lester?

oA .

6. Matt Ritchie was named League 2 Player of the Year
for 2011/12. True or false?
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JOHNSTONE'S PAINT TROPHY FINAL SQUADS
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wm‘ev STADIUN EMERGENCY PROCEDURE

~i'lea e 'r&_epect murieﬂow spectators by refraining !rom persistent standing. Please note that srﬂakmg is not permmed anywhere within Wi‘mbiﬁ,’ Stad iU ln the evem of an emergency. you

1oul or abusive language Is strictly farbiddm and will result in arrest and/or ejection from the ground. Wembley Stadium may, impose & ban from the qmund as aresult. The fallwnng acts are
offences under the Football (Offences) Act 1991, as amended: the throwing of any.object within the ground without lawful authority or excuse; the chanting of anything indecent, racist, anti-
Semilic, Blamopmbﬂ; hamophaobic or transphobic in nature; the entry onto the playing ares or any adjacent area to which spectators are not generally admitted Without lawful authority or
er:use.Rememherﬂutdmkmg alcohol in view of the pitch is a criminal offence, as is being drunk anywhere on the premises. CCTV cameras are in use around the groynd and WNSL may
ltse!f use. or Dés !o the poia:e Graﬁv Event organ%ser nr other relevam authdnw any recmqus for usein procenmngi Plaate \nsut mwembleystadlmn.com forfull terms and ccmd‘ntlons S
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...just like Johnstone’s Flat Matt Paint

Create a memorable look with our fashionable Flat Matt,
A stylish paint worth celebrating as the latest addition

to our ecological range. Its long-lasting good looks JOHNSTONES
make it a back-of-the-net winner, —

f Bringing colour to

johnstonespainttrophy.com the beautiful game

PARINT TROPHY




rCTL L.

B
f0rmmaLl i

—
AN Y,

—
gy \
—

JOHNSTONES
PARINT
TROPHY

FinAL
Pad 0] e

Chesterfield v Swindon Town

[T T
. q' BRENTFORD i
t ‘ ﬁﬁi /
wA M P ittt /
— /
W 3 "L//
CHELTENHAM
TOWN FC
5\ " =
. 8 .2 =
sie |[% :
KT ] le)
Ty e Lt =
- w

(EOVIL TOVIN £

Sl

Oxford United

www.johnstonespainttrophy.com

www.football-league.co.uk




